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ABSTRACT
Considering the lack of consensus in the literature regarding 
the salience and persistence of ethnic identification in the voting 
behavior of the ethnic-American polity, an attempt is made to examine 
the relationship of ethnic identification to ethnic voting, behavior. 
More specifically, the theoretical framework of ethnic voting behavior 
— - represented by the assimilation and mobilization theories —  is 
reviewed and criticized in the light of basic conceptual problems in 
defining ethnic group assimilation. Consequently, a major part of 
this thesis deals with the explanation of assimilation and its effect 
on ethnic identification.
Bata in this thesis are based on a survey of Greek-Americans 
in the Norfolk, Virginia, metropolitan area. Greek-Americans were . 
considered an especially significant data resource —  untapped until 
recently —  because of the appearance of Spiro T. Agnew, a second- 
generation Greek-American., in the 1968 Presidential election. The 
conclusion to be drawn from the findings on'Greek-Americans is that 
they are, as yet, unassimilated. The data indicate that over three 
generations, ethnic identification has been reduced as a consequence 
of upward mobility, but that aspects of ethnic social behavior endure. 
In the light of this finding, the significance of ethnic identifica­
tion in explaining affiliation with the Democratic party and support 
of the Nixon—Agnew ticket in 1968 is less explicit than age, genera­
tion, and social class. Political party affiliation was found to be 
the best indicator of Nixon-Agnew support. Only where-age, .genera­
tion, and social class influence identification with Agnew as a 
fellow Greek-American was an additional effect on candidate choice 
observable.
The findings of this study show that future research .in the 
field of ethnic.politics must include the investigation of the degree 
to which the ethnic group is assimilated. Only then is the relation- ■ 
ship between ethnic identification and ethnic voting behavior meaning­
ful.
CHAPTER I
ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION AND VOTING BEHAVIOR:
DEFINING THE RESEARCH PROBLEM
4
The study of the political "behavior of the American population 
has been the focus of both basic and applied research endeavors by 
social scientists. As a consequence, the political behavior of the 
American population is generally predictable by such variables as 
age, sex, religious preference, race, parents’ voting preference, and 
social class. With massive European immigration into the United 
States, largely before the 1920’s, another variable has been included 
.in the study of political behavior, that of ethnic origin. More 
recently, the study of ethnic, political behavior has included the 
influence of etlinic identification or ethnicity on the voting behavior 
of ethnic group members.
Prior to. l'9Ul* most existing materials on ethnic political 
behavior and.ethnicity in voting are to be found in histories of 
immigration and acculturation (See Hansen, 191+0; Handlin, 1957; Park 
and Miller, 1925); in the literature on minority groups and racial 
and ethnic relations in general (Barron, 1962; Harden and Meyer, 1962; 
Roucek and Wright, 1952; Vander Zanden, 1963); and in most social his­
tories of particular ethnic groups (For Italians, see Dahl, 196l;
Gans, 1962. For Irish, see Shannon, 1963. For Jews, see Sklare,
1958; Janowsky, 191+2. For Greeks, see Saloutos, I96U). Where more
V
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3empirical information was available, study of ethnic political 
behavior was limited to the investigation of political party affilia­
tion of ethnic group and their involvement in particular ward or pre­
cinct elections and their relationships with party bosses and party
machines. This may be understood, in part, by the fact that until %
the 19i40's ethnic politics was primarily immigrant politics. Never­
theless, systematic study of variables which could be used to explain 
ethnicity in politics, such as degree of acculturation or assimila­
tion, social class and upward mobility, ethnic identification, and 
generation and length of residence in the United States, has been 
very recent and, as yet, incomplete.
The research is intended to contribute to the existing 
knowledge explaining the persistence of ethnic politics in American 
society. Specifically, the purpose of the research is to explain 
the relationship between ethnic identification —  the feeling of 
"we-ness" among ethnic group members —  and ethnic voting, here 
’ defined as support of an ethnic candidate and affiliation with the 
traditionally preferred political party. Ethnic Voting among Greek- 
Americans is especially pertinent to this relationship. While the 
majority of Greek-Americans are assumed to be Democrats, a Greek- 
American, Spiro T. Agnew, ran for vice-president on a Republican ticket. 
This situation offered-an excellent opportunity to investigate the rela­
tionship between ethnicity and ethnic voting, with consideration of other 
important variables, such as degree of assimilation, upward social
mobility, generation, and age«. Moreover, the researcher hopes to 
contribute to the field of ethnic politics by focusing on an ethnic 
group other than those usually focused upon by students of ethnic 
voting behavior.
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The Problem
The ba.sic question of this study can be stated as follows:
Is ethnicity still a salient variable in the voting behavior of Ameri­
can ethnic groups? One possible answer is that ethnicity is a salient 
factor in ethnic voting, as long as ethnic members remain in the same 
economic stratum, specifically the working class (Warner, 19&3? Dahl* 
1961). This view, referred to- as the "assimilation theory" assumes 
that as ethnic group members become upwardly mobile, they identify 
themselves less as members of their particular ethnic group and more 
as members of the dominant American society. Assimilation of the 
ethnic group, then, is a function of upward mobility, defined by occu­
pational mobility. With assimilation, ethnicity dissolves and, 
therefore, can no longer explain the political behavior of ethnic 
group members, which is then more validly explained by status in a 
stratification system.’
A second plausible answer to the basic question of whether 
the importance of ethnicity in voting behavior persists is that ethni­
city is still an important factor .in voting behavior and will not be 
reduced by increasing occupational stratification of ethnic group mem­
bers. This view, referred to as the "mobilization theory", argues
5that upward social mobility in fact enhances ethnic voting by pro­
viding a middle class of ethnics, from which ethnic candidates may 
be drawn (Wolfinger, 1965). The theory assumes that ethnic voting 
manifests itself in two ways: CD members of an ethnic group show
an affinity for one party or another which cannot be explained solely 
as a result of demographic characteristics, and (2) members of an 
ethnic group will cross party lines to vote for —  or against — * a 
candidate belonging to a particular ethnic group. The validity of 
the theory, therefore, depends on the relevance of ethnicity-in an 
election, a result of which is to elicit ethnic sentiments and to 
direct political behavior according to the satisfaction of the needs 
derived from these sentiments, that is,.recognition for the ethnic 
group and representation of their interests through an ethnic poli­
tical candidate. Although the theory concedes that ethnic conscious­
ness is fading as a result of assimilation (defined by Wolfinger as 
increasing educational and geographical mobility, increasing inter­
marriage, and increasing intergroup contacts), it also holds that 
the reduction of ethnic consciousness as a result of assimilation 
cannot be equated with the disappearance of ethnicity in the voting 
behavior of recent generations.
While both the assimilation and mobilization theories attempt 
to explain the role of ethnicity in voting behavior, each model has 
a crucial flaw in the assumption of the relationship between social 
assimilation, political assimilation, and ethnic identification. In. 
the assimilationist view, political assimilation will follow social
assimilation, daring which ethnicity is eroded. Implied in the theory 
is that social assimilation is defined by upward mobility, that is, 
upward occupational mobility. The mobilization theory, on the other 
hand, disavows political assimilation taking place as a result of 
socialaassimilation, insofar as ethnic consciousness remains; yet 
the mobilization theory somewhat illogically concludes that ethnic 
consciousness will fade as a result of social assimilation, though 
not at the expense of reducing the influence of ethnic consciousness 
on voting behavior.
In both theories, the concept of assimilation is unclear. 
Furthermore, both theories are satisfied with operationalizing assi­
milation as "general acculturation and-occupational differentiation." 
As a consequence, neither theory can adequately- deal with the speci­
fic relationship between ethnicity and assimilation — - the acceptance 
or rejection of which must, in fact, precede the basic question of 
the role of ethnicity in ethnic voting behavior. As explicitly docu­
mented by Parent! (1967), a primary concern of this study must be with 
whether or not assimilation is taking, or has taken, place within the 
ethnic group. Only then will it be expedient to investigate the 
persistence or decline of ethnicity in ethnic political behavior.
The research problem, therefore, is three-fold: (l) to arrive
at a nominal and operational definition of assimilation; (2) then, to 
observe the effects of assimilation on the social behavior of members 
of the ethnic group, focusing specifically on ethnic identification;
and (3) to observe the relationship between ethnic identification 
and ethnic voting behavior.
Before attempting to operationalize these problems in the 
form of an hypothesis and present the research design, it is neces­
sary that the reader understand that the assimilation and mobiliza­
tion theories do not stand alone as the works of individual theorists 
or without substantiation by other researchers in the field. The 
following review of the literature pertinent to the problem is, there 
fore, offered to the reader.
Past Research
The literature dealing specifically with ethnic identifica­
tion as a factor in the voting behavior of ethnic groups is largely 
a product of the I960*s. Prior to this, studies in the field of 
ethnic political behavior were primarily exploratory, and hence, 
general in scope. This is understandable since, as has been staled, 
the investigation of ethnic political behavior was long limited to 
immigration studies, cited in the context of historical documenta­
tion of immigration into the United States and social histories of 
ethnic groups. Therefore, exploratory investigations into the field 
were necessary to observe relationships between voting data and 
variables such as class, education, generation, and age (See Camp­
bell, Gurin, and Miller, 195U; Odegard., 1956; Fuchs, 1956; iitt,
I960; Sklare, 1958; Guysenir, 1958). In many cases, generalizations 
from these studies were drawn.from data derived out of voting dis­
tricts and election statistics. An exception to this methodology
8was the study by Campbell, Gurin, and Miller (l95>k) who substituted 
data from individual voters for the "relatively gross data afforded 
studies of voting districts" (P. 76)- Those studies examining 
ethnic voting behavior holding stx*at if i cat ion variables constant con­
cluded that not only does ethnic voting persist but also it is sig-
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nificant at all class levels. While these studies would substantiate 
the claims made by the mobilization theory, it must be emphasized 
that the data for these studies were collected from Jewish populations 
only, thereby making generalizations somewhat limited. Moreover, 
neither the assimilation or mobilization theory could be thoroughly 
substantiated or unsubstantiated without observing the ethnic iden­
tification \rariable in relation to voting behavior.
The literature after I960 can more appropriately be aligned 
with either the assimilation or mobilization theory. Some writers 
in the field can be classified as so-called assimilation theorists, 
judging by their comments on the declining influence of ethnicity in 
political behavior. Gans, for instance, argues that among the Italians 
in Boston’s West End, social class rather than ethnicity . . * "is a 
more relevant concept for understanding their way of life", politi­
cally and socially. Their political life is a function of a desire 
for upward social mobility, not a function of ethnicity (Gans, 19&2: 
xi). Concerning ethnic voting, Glazer observed that class interests 
and geographical location are the dominant influences in voting 
behavior, regardless of the national origin of the group. He con­
cludes that: "Religion and race seem to define the major groups
9into which American society is evolving as the specifically national 
aspect of ethnicity declines*' (Glazer, 1963:3lU)« Will Eerherg 
would agree that religion, rather than ethnicity, is a determining 
factor in the political "behavior of nationality groups and their 
descendants (Herbarg, i960). Milton Gordon appears to support the 
assimilation position also. In making observations on the subject 
of ethnicity and politics, Gordon conjectures that "over the long 
run, time and increasing socio-economic differentiation within each 
ethnic group will gradually dilute the ethnic impact on politics" 
(Gordon, 19 6U: 36).
Banfield and Wilson do not clearly represent either theore­
tical position. Their general hypothesis states that as voters rise
in socio-economic status, they attach less value to ethnic considera­
tions. However, although they contend that ethnic politics per se 
is disappearing from the American political scene, they recognize 
that the ethnic identification may still influence voting behavior, 
especially where the desire for ethnic recognition persists. Per­
haps their position is best clarified by the following statement, 
which would place them in the assimilationist camps
One would expect that as the "newer" ethnic groups become
assimilated to the middle class, they would 'become assimi­
lated to the Anglo-Saxon Protestant political ethos as 
well and that their interest in ethnic politics would de­
cline accordingly. This seems to be happening, but at 
different rates among different groups (Banfield and Wil­
son, 1966:172).
On the other hand, the mobilization theory is not without its 
proponents. Cornwell (196U) and Gordon (1968) indicate support of the
mobilization theory, with the data presented by Gordon indicating 
that the "immigrant tradition" will survive where ethnic groups 
remain in sizeable numbers (D. Gordon, 1968:171). In his study of, 
partisan and non-partisan elections, Gerald Pomper (1966) found 
that ethnicity apparently does not disappear with class mobility in 
a partisan election. And in the non-partisan election on which he 
bases his analysis, Pomper concludes that ethnic factors were cru­
cial to the outcome with ethnic identifications having been substi­
tuted for party loyalties. Somewhat coincidental to Pomper's find­
ings, Lorinskas, Hawkins, and Edwards (1969) showed that: (l) in
partisan, as well as non-partisan elections, ethnicity was a factor 
in the voting choice of sample voters; (2) ethnicity appears more 
strongly related to voting choice in the city as compared to the 
rural area investigated in the study. The authors suggest that 
maintenance of ethnicity, more significant in urban than in rural 
areas, may be an important factor in this and other research showing 
ethnicity to persist as a factor in voting choice (Lorinskas, Hawkins, 
and Edwards, 1969:897)*
Other related literature in the field of ethnic politics,
though not supporting either the assimilation or mobilization
theories, has made a significant contribution to the field by under­
lining considerations that must be accounted for in researching the
problem. The most significant of these articles, that by Michael 
Parent!, was referred to earlier in the paper. To review, Parenti 
emphasizes the ambiguity attached to the definition of assimilation,
a problem which ultimately must be solved before any statement of
disappearance or persistence of ethnic voting can be meaningful.
Another consideration, supported by Greer (1962) questions
erroneous assumptions that might be made because of increasing
separation of the dimensions of social rank, ethnicity, and life 
*
style and the steadily weakening correlation between the three vari­
ables. The three dimensions have become "three separate sets of 
bands across the total population of the larger society, rather than 
interrelated attributes of specific, locality-defined social groups" 
(Greer, 1962:72-3). Therefore, one dimension, say social rank, may
have changed markedly, while another dimension, say ethnicity, may
- . ?
have changed little if at all. f-:4
Still other' considerations are manifested by the literature. 
Schoenfeld, for instance, has given credence to the perception of 
ethnic identity of Jews as having religious and cultural aspects.
The study addresses the question of whether a split in identity will 
affect the political orientation and voting behavior of ethnic groups. 
The data show that it does, with those Jews whose identification is 
primarily centered in religion having a greater affinity toward 
general conservatism than among those Jews who identify primarily 
with the Jewish culture. Furthermore, the data show an inverse rela­
tionship between Jewishness and conservatism. Consequently, Jews 
who score high on the Judaism scale of religious identification 
tended to vote Republican more frequently in national elections than 
those oriented toward Jewishness, or the cultural aspect of ethnic 
identification.
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Schoenfeld states that this relationship has “been observed 
among other religious and ethnic groups. As an example, he cites 
Lenski, who found that among Detroit Catholics, "'active, church-' 
going Catholics tend to he Republicans more often, and Democrats 
less often, than marginal Catholics1’1 (Schoenfeld, 1968:173). Schoen­
feld1 s explanation of the tendency of those who are religiously 
oriented to vote Republican, briefly stated, is that the "constant 
patterns in religion may help to establish a total conservative view 
of life which is expressed politically by a conservative Republican 
view" (1968:17h)•
Liston Pope has indicated the importance of the religious 
variable alone in the study of - American political behavior. His 
data show that of the political preferences of religious groups in 
the I9I4I+ election, Catholics and Jews voted heavily Democratic. The 
Protestants split more evenly, but in most denominations a majority 
of votes went for the Republican candidate, with significant varia­
tion between the denominations (Pope, 1962:358-59). The considera­
tion of religious affiliation as a significant variable is parti­
cularly important when members of an ethnic group are not of the 
same religious faith (for example, Irish Protestants and Irish Catho­
lics). At the same time tha,t the religious factor in ethnic voting 
is considered, the social class variable must also be considered.
Pope reports from information derived from public opinion polls that 
Protestants and Jews come more largely from, the middle and upper 
classes than do Catholics, with significant differences between the
Protestant denominations on the social class variable. Coinciding 
with this finding, he discovered that Protestants are more largely- 
represented in the lower classes than had been commonly supposed. . 
Protestants, and to a greater extent Jews, came typically from busi­
ness, professional, white collar and service occupations. Catholics, 
more typically, are workers. Catholics, Jews, and Episcopalians had
comparatively few farmers in the sample. Consequently, we must
determine which is the independent variable explaining ethnic voting 
—  social class or religious affiliation, or is one variable an 
explanation of the other, which might in turn explain voting behavior? 
Or might the problem be conceptualised by recognizing that religious 
arid ethnic difference have correlated with socio-economic divisions, 
"so .that there has been an admixture of class and ethnic support” 
(Lipset, 1963:231). This dilemma is complicated by the difficulty 
in social science research of separating and identifying one causal 
variable from other possible causal variables.
Perhaps yet another variable underlies the process of voting
and party preference among ethno-religious groups, the variable being 
length of residence in the United States. In most cases, this vari­
able parallels the social class variable, since the longer the mem­
bers of an ethnic group reside in the United States, and as the 
assimilation process proceeds, the more likely are members of the 
ethnic group to move up on the social class scale. At the same time, 
length of residence in the United States may affect ethnic identifi­
cation, another determinant in ethnic political preferences. Campbell,
11+
Gurin, and Miller found that the relationship "between voting pre­
ferences and ethnicity paralleled the relationship between voting 
preference and generation-time in the United States. And it appears 
that third generation Americans were more Republican in the 195>2 
study than were the first or second generation ethnic Americans. 
Therefore, another question for the reader's consideration is raised 
by Campbell, Gux*in, and Miller: "Are the political inclinations of
the 'Democratic1 ethnic groupings a function of their more recent 
immigration status, and do these groups become increasingly Repub-- 
lican £uS they become 'integrated' into American society?" (Campbell, 
Gurin, and Miller, 195>U:78).
rThere£ore, while the literature offers few theoretically or 
empirically substantial answers about ethnicity in voting behavior 
on which to base the present research, there are many questions 
raised which deserve consideration in the development of hypotheses 
and in planning the research design.
Hypotheses
From the review of past literature and from the preceding 
section concerning the problem to be examined, it is evident that 
there is no consensus about the disappearance or persistence of eth­
nicity in the voting behavior of ethnic groups. In addition, the 
literature dealing with the topic has failed to investigate whether 
or not the ethnic group or groups being focused upon are acculturated, 
assimilated, or neither -- a factor which is crucial to the validity,
-•-Integration here refers to economic, religious, and political 
assimilation into American society.
as well as the meaningfulness, of a relationship between ethnicity 
and voting behavior. Therefore, this research focusing upon the 
voting behavior of Greek-Americans in an urban area must first deter­
mine where Greek-Americans are positioned on the acculturation- 
assimilation continuum; if ethnic identification is still a salient 
variable in the social life of Greek-Americans; and if so, to what 
degree their identification with the ethnic group influences their 
support of ethnic candidates in partisan elections and their prefer­
ence for the traditional political party of affiliation.
In order to operationalize the problem, the following hypo­
theses will be tested: 
i Hypothesis 1_:
It
f t  ‘
Hypothesis 2_:
Hypothesis J_:
Over three generations, Greek-Americans have evi­
denced high rates of occupational and educational 
mobility, as well as accommodation to American 
styles and. customs; however, over three genera­
tions , they evidence no change in their ethnic 
identification.
The persistence of ethnicity in the social life 
of an American ethnic group influences their sup­
port of ethnic candidates in partisan elections 
and the preference for the traditional political 
party with which the ethnic group is affiliated.
As ethnicity increases, support of an ethnic candi­
date and preference for the traditional political 
party will also increase.
The testing of the first hypothesis will offer some evidence
of whether Greek-Americans, after three generations, are acculturated
or assimilated into American society. By acculturation is meant
2accommodation to American styles and customs, as well as upward 
occupational and educational mobility between generations. Assimi­
lation is defined as large-scale entrance into non-ethnic primary 
relationships and the development of a sense of peoplehood with the 
dominant society. Testing the first hypothesis, then, should indi­
cate (l) whether or not ethnic identification is still an important 
variable in the social life of Greek-Americans, and (2) the effects 
of generation and upward mobility on ethnic identification.
The second and third hypotheses are provided as a test of 
the significance of ethnic identification in political party affilia­
tion and candidate choice. If ethnic identification is evident in 
some degree, it is expected that the majority of Greek-Americans will 
continue to affiliate with the Democratic party, but would cross party 
lines, if necessary, to vote for an ethnic candidate such as Spiro 
Agnew. In this way, it is possible to observe the salience of ethnic
'Accommodation to American styles and customs and to the Eng­
lish language has been observed as having taken place among Greek- 
Americans. As for the acceptance of the value system of the host cul­
ture, this was not difficult for Greek-American•immigrants who had 
already internalized those ideals of the American value system such 
as success, hard work, independence, and individualism (For further 
discussion see Saloutos, 1 9 6 k:258-25>9)•
•^ Putting these concepts into the assimilation framework of 
Milton Gordon, I am defining acculturation according to Gordon’s 
cultural assimilation. Assimilation as defined in the present study 
includes Gordon’s concepts of structural assimilation and identifica- 
tional assimilation (Gordon, 1 9 6 k i l l ) »
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identification in the political behavior of Greek-Americans. The 
testing of the third hypothesis allows a more sensitive investiga­
tion of the relationship between ethnic identification and ethnic 
voting, while considering other possible explanatory variables such 
as generation, age, and social class.
With the knowledge gained from testing these hypotheses —  
whether accepted or rejected — - it is then possible to relate the 
findings to the theoretical framework of ethnic voting, presently 
represented by the assimilation and mobilization theories. Further­
more, it is feasible that a more inclusive and more reliable theory 
of ethnic voting may be developed. Once having observed the rela-
9_
tionship between acculturation, assimilation, upward mobility, eth­
nic identification and ethnic voting behavior, there will be a basis 
for constructing a suggested theory of ethnic voting to be refined 
by future research endeavors in the field of ethnic politics. The 
planning of the research design to test these hypotheses is provided 
in Chapter II.
CHAPTER II
METHODOLOGY AND RESEARCH DESIGN
In order to test the hypotheses as presented in Chapter I, 
indicators of assimilation, social .'class and upward mobility, eth­
nic identification and ethnic voting behavior are necessary. The 
concept of assimilation includes acculturation, structural assimi­
lation, and identificational assimilation. Intergenerational occu­
pational and educational mobility is included in the process of 
assimilation as well. As indicated in Chapter I, the researcher 
has observed acculturation among Greek-Americans by means of parti­
cipant observation. However, structural and identificational assi­
milation and upward mobility are not as easily discernible. This 
study uses the concepts "ethnic identification" and "ethnic social 
behavior" in attempting to operationalize the structural and iden­
tificational aspects of assimilation. Moreover, these variables are 
essential to the discussion of political party affiliation and can­
didate choice. Intergenerational mobility includes the percentage 
of respondents within each generation who have achieved higher 
occupational and educational positions than their fathers. The pre­
sent Chapter offers a discussion of how these variables were opera­
tionalized and the source and methods of data collection, as a 
foundation on which the theoretical and empirical analysis of the 
data is based.
18
The Measurement of Key Variables 
Ethnic Identification
It must be emphasized that the concept of ethnic identifica­
tion in this study is defined not as the degree to which the Greek- 
Americans participate in in-group as opposed to out-group associa­
tions. Rather, the present study is concerned with ethnic identifica­
tion as the sense of commitment toward the ethnic cultural heritage 
which may guide attitudes, opinion, or behavior. Therefore, while the 
research measures such indices of ethnicity as endogamy, friendships, 
in-group associations as overt behavior patterns, the measurement of 
ethnic identification per se focuses upon ethnic sentiments.
Of the measures of ethnic identification reviewed in pre­
paration of an ethnic identification scale, Breton (196I4), Litt 
(1961), and Venturatos (1970) focused upon the overt behavior pat­
terns previously mentioned as indices of this variable. In his 
research of ethnic identity and voting patterns, Eugene Schoenfeld 
utilized a modified form of a Jewish Identity Scale devised by I. D. 
Rinder. After reviewing this scale, it was evident that Rinder came 
closest to the nominal and operational definition of ethnic identi­
fication desired for this particular investigation. Perhaps this 
is explained by the fact that Rinder's main objective In his research 
was to measure ethnic identification as a variable in itself, and 
not in relation to some specific research problem. Moreover, the 
construction of this instrument originally as a scale for Jewish 
identification is not restrictive to the present survey of Greek-
20
Americans. Rinder mentions that his work is applicable to other 
ethnic groups. Only where specific references were made in the scale 
items to Zionism, Zionist organizations or anti-Semitism did the 
researcher substitute or eliminate items for consideration in the 
modified, adapted version of the Rinder Scale used in this study.
The final, modified and adapted version of the Rinder scale, 
now referred to as the Greek-American Identification Scale, consists 
of eight items, six of which are designated as General-Cultural 
(items 1, 2, 3, 6, 7» 8) and. two of which are placed under a Reli­
gious category (items 1; and 5). The scale is as follows:
1. For me, being a Greek-American
( 2 ) _  is a strong force in my life and gives me a sense 
of belongingness.
(1 )   is only one of my many group memberships and does
not influence my life any more than other group 
memberships.
( 3 ) _  is my most important group membership and influ­
ences most aspects of my life.
( 0 ) _  is something I acknowledge because of my birth, 
but I make no effort to participate in or observe 
anything "Greek”.
2. When I am in the presence of other Greek-Americans
( 2 ) _  I usually feel more at ease and relaxed than I do 
when I am with non-Greeks.
( 1 ) _  sometimes I feel warmth and familiarity and other 
times I feel like an outsider.
(3)_ : . it is the only time I can really relax and feel
natural.
( ° ) _  I usually feel uncomfortable.
A discussion of additional modifications as well as relia' 
bility of the Rinder Jewish Identification Scale may be found in 
Appendix A, Section 1.
3. Being bom of Greek descent 
^3)  is something to be proud of.
(1) ___  is no better or worse than being born into any other
group.
(0 )___is outside of a person's control and therefore is
not the only reason for identifying oneself as a 
Greek-American.
(2 ) has its merits as well as its responsibilities and
hardships.
1+. Greek Orthodox religious practices such as fasting, use 
of the Greek language in the Divine Liturgy, etc.
( ° ) _  should be abandoned completely, so that the Greek 
Orthodox faith can keep up with the times.
(2 )___ should be modernized gradually, so as not to exclude
those persons who have an inner need for such prac­
tices.
( 3 ) _  _must be retained if the Greek Orthodox faith is to
survive and flourish. 
d ) _  are interesting traditional practices that are simi­
lar to the traditional practices of other religious 
faiths.
5. On the question of Greeks marrying non-Greeks
(1 )___ the answer should be left up to the couple involved.
(2 )___ is permissible providing the non-Greek converts to
the Greek Orthodox faith.
(0)___ is better for everyone involved if the Greek part­
ner involved converts or leaves the Greek Orthodox 
faith and the Greek community.
(3 )___ this should not happen under any circumstances.
6. If Communist aggression threatened Greece or Cyprus, 
which would most closely approximate your feelings?
(0) .__  As a matter of principle, I do not favor any American
involvement.
( 1  ) __ The United. States should send money, not troops.
(2 )___ The United States should send troops.
(3 )__  Although in principle I do. not favor any American
involvement, I would make an exception if Greece or 
Cyprus were threatened.
7. When I hear the Greek or Cypriot national anthem and see 
the flag of Greece or Cyprus
i°)_ I feel uneasy.
(1 ) my response is about the same as it is to other simi­
lar ceremonies.
(3)__ it thrills me like nothing else does.
(2) it thrills me more than most similar ceremonies do.
8. Education into the Greek Culture- (language, foods, folk 
dancing)
< D _  _  is like the cultural training practiced by other 
ethnic groups in America, such as Jews, Italians, 
etc.: it is desirable only to the extent that one
wants to perpetuate the various cultural practices 
of one's ancestors.
(o)___ is, for the most part, a waste of time for those
who intend to live in the United. States.
(3)  is a "must” for anyone who wants to live in a way
that makes the most of their Greek cultural heritage.
(2)_  is worthwhile if it in any way enriches the indivi­
dual 1s life.
A weighted score was assigned to each response (see scores 
preceding the responses under each scale item above). The responses 
were weighted from 0 to 3, with 0 indicating no identifiable ethnic 
identification and 3 indicating complete ethnic identification for 
each item. The average of weighted scores for each item was taken 
as a total measure of ethnic identification, with thirty possible 
scores for each respondent ranging from 0.0 to 3 . 0 . Those respon­
dents scoring in the 0.0 to 1.8 range were placed in a category of
Low Ethnic Identification, with those respondents scoring 1.9 to 3*0
2
being placed in the High Ethnic Identification category.
^Zero-order correlations between the General-Cultural sub­
score and the Religious subscore indicate the strength of the rela­
tionship as .53 (U=197 )• iFhe correlation between the Religious sub­
score and the total ethnic identification score is .72, and between 
the General-Cultural and total ethnic identification scores, «93«
The stronger relationship between the General-Cultural subscore and 
the total ethnic identification score can be explained by a greater 
proportion of the scale items being categorized as Genera,!-Cultural.
Ethnic Social Behavior
3Items h and 12-16 of the questionnaire are provided as addi­
tional checks on ethnicity, as well as indicators of structural assi­
milation. These include endogamy, speaking knowledge of the Greek 
language, membership and leadership in Greek-American organizations, 
membership and leadership in non-Greek-American organizations, sub­
scription to Greek language newspapers and magazines, and Greek- 
American friendships.
Indication of Voting Behavior
Items 17-23 of the survey instrument are intended to give a 
general representation of voting behavior of the Greek-Americans in 
the sample. Items '21 and 22 of the questionnaire are designed to 
indicate electoral choices preceding the 1968 Presidential election. 
Compared with items 18 and 19 —  political party affiliation and can­
didate choice in the 1968* election —  these items give some indica­
tion of voting for the party versus voting for the candidate, and 
consistency of support for one party's candidates over those of 
another political party. The 1968 Presidential election is the focus 
of this study of ethnic voting among Greek-Americans because the 
Republican Vice-Presidential candidate, Spiro Agnew, is a second- 
generation Greek-American. Questions 17 and 20 are provided to indi­
cate the influence of an ethnic candidate upon the ethnic, voter.
These items do not comprise a scale for the measurement of political
^See Questionnaire, Appendix A, Section 2.
behavior, since political voting behavior cannot be weighted and 
scored as can ethnic identification. Consequently, indication, or 
"measurement", of this variable consists of the percentage rates for 
the variable responses.
Measurement of Other Significant Variables
1. Classification of the respondents by generation was 
determined by age, respondent's place of birth, and parent's place 
of birth. Originally, the research design included the use of War­
ner and Srole's classificatory scheme for discriminating between 
ethnic generations, considering length of residence in the United 
States as an additional index of generation status. However, the 
two,-foreign-born categories wexve later collapsed into one, resulting 
in a simple distinction of first generation Creek-Americans, or the 
foreign bom; second-gene rat ion Greek-Americans, or the native-born 
offspring of the first generation; and third-generation Greek- 
Americans, or the native-born offspring of the second generation.
Since only six of the 200 respondents in the sample had one parent 
of non-Greek descent, further categorization by generation was not 
necessary.
2. Socioeconomic status was measured by an average of 
weighted scores, as provided by the U.S. Census Bureau Methodology 
for Socio-economic Status^ of each respondent*s occupation, education,
^Bureau of the Census, Methodology and Scores of Socioecono­
mic Status, Working Paper Humber l£. U.S. Department of Commerce, 
I960.
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and income.
Having operationalized the concepts utilized to test the 
hypotheses, it is necessary to discuss the source from which the 
data was collected. Hence, an explanation of the population chosen 
for the study and the selection of the sample follows.
The Sample
Greek-Americans were selected as the ethnic population on 
which to focus the present investigation, as a result of two primary 
considerations. First, the literature concerning ethnic groups in 
general and concerning ethnic groups in politics in particular has, 
on the whole, neglected the Greek-Americans in the United States. 
Second, the researcher’s knowledge of and familiarity with the Greek- 
American culture provides insight into designing the research, as 
well as an awareness of intra-group relations and attitudes among 
the Greek-Americans, which was helpful in the analysis of the data. 
Moreover, as a member of the Greek-American community in Norfolk, 
Virginia, the researcher had relatively easy access to Church ros­
ters and Greek-American organization membership rolls.
The Greek-American population under investigation considers 
itself the Norfolk Greek "community’1, as all organized Greek Ortho­
dox populations in the United States are designated by their members. 
In reality, however, the Norfolk community includes those Greek-
^A discussion of reliability of the U.S. Census Bureau Method 
of computing socio-economic status is provided in Appendix A, Sec­
tion 1. In addition, Occupational Categorization used in this study 
is included in this part of Section 1.
26
Americans residing in the Chesapeake, Virginia Beach, and Portsmouth 
areas as well. Therefore, this "community" should not "be conceived 
as a residential or geographically segregated area. Eather, it is 
part of a broader social and economic unit, the Norfolk metropolitan 
community.
The only source of defining the population from which the 
sample was to be drawn was a Greek Orthodox Church Directory for 
the Norfolk metropolitan community. As a preliminary step in valida­
tion, the Directory was checked, as of July 1, 1970, against a cor­
rected listing maintained by the Greek Orthodox Church Office in Nor­
folk. The corrected "master list", so to speak, provided approxi-
6mately 690 names of individuals and married couples.
It was recognized that sampling from Church records would
possibly have introduced a serious bias into the data to be gathered.
A selection threat to internal validity may have been imposed assinning
that the sample might be more representative of respondents of high 
7
religiosity. Therefore, to insure validity, the Church master list
For the purposes of this study, married couples were regarded 
as one unit.
^Drawing from Schoenfeld’s research, the researcher was aware 
that ethnicity may have two dimensions: religious and cultural. In
order to infer accurately about the ethnicity of this Greek-American 
population, therefore, it was necessary that the greatest possible 
effort be made to select the sample from a population representing 
both dimensions of ethnicity. Moreover, an attempt was made to in­
clude in the population those Greek-Americans who may have converted 
to another religious faith, and consequently would not have appeared 
on the Church master list. This latter consideration is less of a 
threat to the validity of selection, since there appears to be a 
small rate of turnover of Greek Orthodox Greek-Americans to other
27
was checked against the membership rolls of six non-re ligiously affili­
ated, ethnic organizations, so as to test the reliability of the mas­
ter list and possibly add to the population (see Goldstein and Gold- 
scheider, 1968:Chapter Two). Table 2.1 provides evidence for the 
conclusion that the master list is a reliable compilation of Greek- 
Americans in the Norfolk Metropolitan area. The significantly high 
reliability of the Church records (92.1$) as an accurate population 
index of Greeks in the Norfolk metropolitan area can be explained by 
"the peculiarly Greek concept whereby all members of a Greek settle­
ment and the congregation of its Church,are ideally synonymous"
(Nagata, 1970 • 5>1 ) •
In addition to the 37 names added to the population in the 
validation process, 19 names of Greek-Americans provided by informants
in the community, and who were not included on any membership lists,
o
were added to the master list. A further check was then made, with
the aid of an informant in the Community, to delete names of non-Greek-
Americans who are members of the Greek Orthodox Church in this metro- 
9politan area. Once having alphabetized the remaining names, a
religious faiths. In the event of Intermarriage between Greek Ortho­
dox Greek-Americans and non-Greek-Americans, it has been observed that 
there is a tendency for the non-Greek-American either to become a mem­
ber of the Greek Orthodox faith or to increase and maintain friendships 
and activities within .the Greek community — - if not to acquiesce to 
the customs and tra;ditions still observable in the Greek community.
O
A primary reason for these names being excluded — ' especially 
among young adults — • is that most of them live in their parents’ house­
hold, and are represented in the Church Directory by their fathers’ 
names.
T^h'ere.'.are, for instance, some Greek-Orthodox in the community 
whose nationality backgrounds are Russian, Syrian, or Lebanese.
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fifty-percent sample of enumerated. Greek-Americans in the Norfolk 
metropolitan area was.drawn, resulting in a sample size of 3^ 0•
Data Collection
After considering data collecting techniques used in other
studies of ethnic voting,^ it was decided that a mailed question- 
11naire survey was the most practical for investigating the research
problem within this particular population. It was understood that
the questionnaire had to be clearly and concisely worded, so as not
to discourage many first and some second-generation Greek-Americans
from completing and retiirning the survey. For the same reason, the
questionnaire was tailored to a reasonable length, unfortunately
perhaps at the expense of gathering more extensive and intensive
data. Most importantly, because of the researcher's inability to
determine the generation status or English language proficiency of
each respondent, it was necessary that the questionnaire be sent to
12each respondent in both the English and Greek languages.
documentation of data collection techniques previously 
used in studies of ethnic voting, including the limitations of each 
for this particular study, appears in Appendix A, Section 1.
^It should be noted that the use of this method has one 
significant limitation in that the data on electoral choice of the 
ethnic group members must depend on the ability of the respondent 
to remember how he voted in a specific election. However, since 
the questions concerning electoral choice refer to national Presi­
dential elections, the respondents' answers may be considered reli­
able.
12A copy of the questionnaire in both the English and Greek 
languages is provided in Appendix A, Section 2.
Since obtaining an adequate response rate is a major limita­
tion in using mailed questionnaires, a pre-questionnaire letter was 
sent to each respondent explaining the purpose and importance of the 
study and requesting the assistance of the respondent in the comple­
tion of the research project. These letters were also sent in both
13
Greek and English. Of the 350 respondents to whom questionnaires 
were sent, 1$ were eliminated from the sample since correspondence 
sent was returned with no forwarding address indicated. As shown 
in Table 2.2, of the 335 individuals remaining in the sample, 1+7*3 
percent responded in the first wave. A follow-up letter with another 
questionnaire enclosed provided an additional 13*1 percent, resulting 
in a total response rate of sixty-one percent. After eliminating 
several non-usable questionnaires, the size of the sample was 200.
TABLE 2.2s Response Rate.for Mailed Questionnaire Survey
Among Greek-Americans
NUMBER PERCENT
RETURNED RESPONSE3*
First Wave Response 160 • U7 • 8%
Second Wave Response hh 13*1
TOTAL RESPONSE 201+ 60.9^
^rom 335 mailed questionnaires.
13•^ See Appendix A, Section 2 ,
Respondents and Non-Respondents
It is reasonable to assume that the 50 percent sample 
selected for this study is representative of its population, the 
Greek-Americans in the Norfolk metropolitan area. Of those selected 
for the sample. 60.9 percent responded to the survey, leaving a non­
response rate of 39*1 percent. Consequently, an important question 
concerning the reliability of the data to be analyzed in the fol­
lowing chapters is whether the respondents to the survey are repre­
sentative of the entire sample or whether they are simply more 
inclined to answer the survey because of age, education, or social 
class.
Table 2.3 offers a comparison of respondents and non­
respondents by occupation. It would have been ideal to compare 
respondents and non-respondents by generation. This information 
was not available, if, indeed, it exists. However, since among the 
respondents, occupational score is negatively correlated with 
generation status at the .01 level, some inference concerning 
generation may be made from the occupational breakdown of non- 
respondents.
A larger proportion of the non-respondents fall under the small 
business, clerical and sales occupational category. It may not be 
inferred, however, that the individuals in this occupational cate­
gory have a tendency to be non-respondents, since an equal percen­
tage of individuals in the same category did respond to the survey. 
Furthermore, a comparison of respondents and non-respondents in the
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professional, semi-professional category reveals that non-response 
■'is* not explainable "by high occupational status, since more than 
twice as many professionals and semi-professionals completed and 
returned the questionnaire than not. Also, it may be inferred 
from this that third-generation Greek-Americans were not under­
represented among the respondents as a result of non-response to 
the survey.
"What more appropriately helps to explain non-response to 
the survey sent to Greek-Americans in the Norfolk metropolitan area 
is the 22.9 percent (N=30) of the non-respondents who were listed 
in the City Directories as retired. Only 10 of the 200 respondents 
to the survey indicated that they were retired. Since being retired 
would indicate that an individual is 60-65 years old or older and 
since Greek-Americans 5k years old and over are largely in the first 
generation, it is reasonable to infer that some first-generation 
Greek-Americans are not sufficiently proficient in their reading or 
writing ability in either Greek or English to have understood and 
completed the survey. Moreover, because nearly £0 percent of the 
retired non-respondents were retired widows, and because of the patri­
archal nature of the Greek-American family in the first generation 
particularly, it is inferred that older women from the first genera­
tion would tend not to complete and return the questionnaire. How­
ever, these implications should not be understood as a threat to 
the reliability of the data, since k 9 - 5 percent of the respondents 
are first generation. Hence, the various occupational strata and
each generation is believed to be adequately represented by the 
respondents to the survey. Therefore, the analysis of the data 
to follow may be assumed to be both accurate and reliable.
CHAPTER III
THE ASSIMILATION OF THE GREEK COMMUNITY: UPWARD MOBILITY
AND ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION
As indicated in Chapter I, the investigation of the salience 
of ethnicity in political party affiliation and candidate choice 
among Greek-Americans requires the investigation, first, of whether 
or not this sample of 'Greek-Americans has evidenced assimilation 
into the mainstream of American society. Furthermore, assimilation 
must be viewed, not only in terms of upward occupational and educa­
tional mobility but also by decreasing ethnic identification and 
ethnic social behavior among ethnic group members, thus suggesting 
that members identify their reference group as the host culture.
To that end, the present Chapter focuses upon (l) upward occupational 
and educational mobility over three generations of Greek-Americans,
(2) intergenerational differences in ethnic identification, (3) inter 
generational differences in ethnic social behavior such as inter­
marriage, in-group friendships, and membership and leadership in 
in-group versus out-group associations. Before beginning the analy­
sis of the data, however, a brief historical overview of the Greek 
community in Norfolk,-Virginia, is offered as a frame of reference 
for the content of the analysis.
36
The Greek Community in Norfolk, Virginia
Theoretically, to discuss the "beginning of the Greek Com­
munity in Norfolk, Virginia, is to discuss the beginning of the 
Greek Orthodox Church in Norfolk. "In ideal," states Nagata, "the 
Church would provide the overall structure required to integrate 
the settlement into one sacred community1' (l971:5l)« 3n this case, 
the Greek Community in Norfolk had its beginning on March 3, 1911 > 
when the Divine Liturgy was celebrated by the first permanent priest 
in Old Christ and St. Lukefs Church, which the "community", then 
numbering twenty-five members, agreed to rent for the sum of 133• 00 
per month.
More specifically, the history- of the Greek Community in 
Norfolk goes back to 1898 when, to the best knowledge Of those 
recording Norfolk's Greek Community history, the. first Greek immi­
grant, Mr. John Gretes, settled there (£0th Anniversary Dedication 
Album, 1961). In 1900, he was Joined by Mr. and Mrs. George 
Christopoulos. These early immigrants were employed in various 
occupations in the first years of the Community. Oddly enough res­
taurant men were rare in those first years (Mihalap, 1971:C-l). Pew 
Greek immigrants, however, were employees of other businessmen, 
choosing rather to operate their own small businesses. One of the 
first immigrants opened a shoeshine parlor on Main Street, once the 
hub of the business district in Norfolk, and later expanded his 
business into Ohio and West Virginia. Still later he went into real 
estate and eventually opened the first movie theater in Virginia.
He was Joined in this business endeavor by two other Greek entre­
preneurs .
The first Greek immigrant operated a confectionery on Main 
Street. Other Greek settlers opened similar establishments, and it 
was not until drug stores began selling candy and ice cream that 
the threat to the confectionery business led many of the Greek con­
fectionery operators to move into the restaurant business (Mihalap, 
1971:'C-l), Still other immigrants established small businesses such 
as concessions at the beach resorts, fruit and vegetable stands, a 
small bakery, and an imported foods business.
Norfolk's early Greek citizens were involved in other voca­
tions as well. Among these were the owner of a detective agency, 
shipchandlers, a movie projectionist, a band conductor, a pharmacist, 
and even a professional wrestler. Significant is the fact that most 
of the occupations engaged in by Norfolk1 s early Greek citizens 
required little, if any, extensive educational training, with the 
exception of the pharmacist, band conductor and violinist. There 
were few professionals among the immigrants to Norfolk before World 
War I. It is reported by Mihalap that one Greek doctor and a lawyer 
did attempt to settle in Norfolk, but left due to lack of business.
Interaction among the Greek immigrants was maintained by 
visiting with each other, eating together, and helping each other 
find housing and employment after arriving in Norfolk. This inter­
action was facilitated by the close proximity in residence of the 
immigrants in the central city. Once the main goal of their organi­
zational efforts was realized -- the recruiting of a permanent priest
to serve the spiritual needs of the small community —  other associa­
tions were established. A Greek school for children of the first 
generation had already been formed in 1910. In 19H> the Hellenic 
Women*s Club was organized, followed by the American Hellenic Educa­
tional Progressive Association in 1926. Later, there developed the 
Greek-American Civic League (1926), the Greek Orthodox Youth of 
America (1952), the Daughters of Penelope (1956)> the Greek School 
PTA (1958)» and the Cyprus Benevolent Society (1959)» During this 
time also the Philoptochos Society of the Church, the Greek-American 
Progressive Association, the Cretan Society, the Maids of Athena, 
and the Sons of Pericles were organized. To date, all of these 
organizations, with the possible exception of the Greek-American 
Civic League, still function in the Norfolk Community.
The fund-raising efforts of these Greek-American organiza­
tions and their members has allowed the Community to rise to its 
present status of over 3,000 individual members (including children) 
and an impressive Church building and community center constructed 
in 1955* In addition, these efforts enabled the Greek Community 
during World War II to send a total of $20,000 to aid Greeks in the 
motherland. Moreover, the non-Greek Community has also benefited 
financially in various areas from Greek fund-raising.
What is more significant to the discussion of the research 
problem, however, is the result of those efforts made by the first 
generation to encourage upward mobility among its descendants and 
to maintain the cultural and religious identity which bound the
Community together in the early part of this century. Relevant to
the former, Mihalap -writes:
The more lasting contribution, however, may be found in 
the very nature and quality of some of the descendants 
of those early settlers. Two of the oldtimers, a Ports­
mouth hat cleaning and shoeshine man and a Norfolk res- 
tauranteur, produced sons who are distinguished judges.
Though there were no lawyers in the early days, there 
are now 15 of Greek descent as well as eight doctors.
There are a state senator, a top real estate man, a 
high-ranking Democratic politician and College profes­
sors (1971:C-l).
A more realistic and certainly more empirically grounded representa­
tion of this upward occupational mobility, as well as maintenance 
of cultural traditions and ethnic identification —  which Mihalap 
suggests are as strong among the later generations as the first —  
is the first task of this study.
Intergenerational Occupational and Educational Mobility 
Prom the sample of 200 Greek-Americans, 1+9•5 percent are in 
the first generation, 39.0 percent in the second generation, and 11.5 
percent in the third generation. It must be emphasized at this point 
that the underrepresentation, of third generation Greek-Americans in 
the sample is neither a result of sampling error nor the result of 
an out-migration of the third generation from the Norfolk Greek Com­
munity. Rather, the fact that Greek-Americans are among the more 
recent groups to immigrate to the United States and that the Norfolk 
Greek Community is only seventy years old should account for the 
small number of third generation Greek-Americans in Norfolk who are 
21 years of age or older. This explanation is substantiated by
Table 3*1? showing the relationship between generation and age. The 
greatest proportion of the first generation falls in the oldest age
TABLE 3*1 s The Relationship Between Generation and Age 
Among Three Generations of Greek-Americans
GENERATION
AGE
21-1^ 0
Years
41-53
Years
54 Years 
and Over TOTAL
First Generation (N=99) 16.2% 21.1% 62.6% 100.0%
Second Generation (n=78) 32.1 60.3 7.7 100.0
Third Generation (N=23) 95-7 4.3 0.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 111.1357? and is significant at the .001 level.
category, suggesting that the first generation of Greek-Americans in 
Norfolk is largely comprised of the early Greek citizens in the Nor­
folk Metropolitan area. The remaining 38.* percent of the first 
generation, while also foreign-born, are evidently part of a more 
recent immigration of Greeks to the United States, most probably immi­
grants quite unlike the poor, uneducated, founding fathers of the 
Community. What must be emphasized, however, is that the Greek- 
American adult population which the sample represents is still over­
whelmingly first generation. 'This finding is particularly important 
in the final discussion of the assimilation of Greeks in Norfolk 
later in this Chapter.
Nonetheless, upward occupational and educational mobility 
should "still be evident . The result of an analysis of occupational 
mobility between respondents and their fathers, controlling for 
generation, indicates that Greek-Americans in the Norfolk Metropoli­
tan area have been upwardly mobile over tln?ee generations. Refer­
ring to the findings in Table 3.2, the reader observes the number of 
professionals and semi-professionals increasing proportionately from 
the first to the third generation. Moreover, within each generation 
the overwhelming majority of professional and semi-professionals had 
fathers who were in lower-ranking occupational categories.
A similar analysis of yeans of school completed by both 
respondents and their fathers indicates upward educational mobility 
as well. Table 3-3 shows that of those first-generation respondents 
who have had 16 years of education or more (N=4)> 50 percent had 
fathers completing fewer school years. In comparison, of the second 
and third generation respondents completing 16 or more years of 
schooling, 100 percent had fathers ranking lower in educational 
attainment. Therefore, in partial agreement with the first hypothe­
sis, Greek-Americans have evidenced considerable occupational and 
educational mobility over three generations. At this point in the 
analysis, however, the stage of assimilation of Greek-Americans can­
not be ascertained, since the persistence or disappearance of ethnic 
identification over three generations will be a determining factor 
in the assimilation of Greek-Americans.
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Ethnic Identification 
As evidenced by the data in Table 3.1*, the strength of 
ethnic identification among the Greek-American respondents has 
decreased significantly over three generations. The reader will 
notice in the table that ethnic identification decreases by
TABLE 3.1*: Int ergenerat ional Differences in Ethnic Identification
GENERATION
ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION 1st Gen.
(h =96)
2nd Gen.
(11=78)
3rd Gen. 
(S=23)
. LOW 25.0% 62.8% 82,6%
HIGH 75.0 37.2 11. b
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 38.2193? and is significant at the .001 level •
approximately one-half between each generation. The relationship 
between the variables, using chi-square, is significant at the .001 
level, thus ruling, out the probability of the relationship occurring 
by chance.
Moreover, two additional tests of significance were used on 
the relationship between generation and ethnic identification.
Table 3»£ represents the analysis of variance of ethnic identifica­
tion within the three generations. The significance of the variation 
further reinforces the findings suggesting a significant intergenera-
TABLE Analysis of Variance of Ethnic Identification Among
Three Generations of Greek-Americans
ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION
TOTAL1st Gen. 2nd Gen. 3rd Gen.
No. of cases 96 78 23 197
Mean 2.1 1.7 1.6 1.8
S.d. 0.1*387 0.1*583 O.363U
F-ratio = 22.3213, and is significant at the .001 level.
tional change in ethnic identification. However, the most conclusive 
test of significance of the relationship, and the most sensitive, is 
the correlation coefficient between generation and ethnic identifica­
tion. The correlation coefficient was found to be -.1*0 (N=197), 
allowing the researcher to conclude that among Greek-Americans as 
newer'generations evolve, the strength of ethnic identification de­
creases. As inferred from the findings at this point in'the analysis, 
Greek-Americans in the Norfolk Metropolitan area have been upwardly 
mobile over three generations, during which time ethnic identifica­
tion has decreased significantly. Therefore, it would appear that 
the first hypothesis has been rejected, with the conclusion that 
Greek-Americans are assimilated.^*
“Identificational assimilation.
Yet, there are additional indices of ethnicity which are 
crucial to structural assimilation, such as intermarriage and the 
extent of in-group associations. Analysis of the data in Table 3.6 
reveals that intermarriage between Greek-Americans and non-Greek 
Americans has increased, further reinforcing the suggested conclu­
sion that Greek-Americans have assimilated into the mainstream of 
American society. However, the data also indicate that the greatest 
percentage of respondents in each generation still maintain most or 
some of their friendships within the ethnic group, from 96 • 9 per­
cent in the first generation to 89.8 and 63.9 percent in the second 
and third generations, respectively. Also, it appears that even 
within the third generation, where ethnic identification is weakest, 
Greek-Americans still maintain some speaking knowledge of the Greek 
language.
In addition to endogamy, in-group friendships, and ability 
to speak the mother tongue as indices of ethnic affinity, partici­
pation in Greek-American associations further enables the researcher 
to position the ethnic group on the acculturation-assimilation con­
tinuum. The findings presented in Table 3•7 indicate that membership 
in Greek-American organizations has not decreased over three genera­
tions. On the other hand, leadership in Greek organizations has 
increased proportionately, from 20.6 percent in the first generation 
to 5>9.1 percent in the third generation. There are several possible 
explanations for finding a slightly greater proportion of third- 
generation Greeks participating in ethnic organizations than first-
TABLE 3.6: Endogamy, Extent of In-Group Friendships, and Speaking
Knowledge of the Greek Language, by Generation
1st Gen.
GENERATION 
2nd Gen. 3rd Gen.
Ehdogamous Marriages (IT=90) (11=67) (u=17)
Yes 71.19s 92.2% 29. h%
No 28.9 k l-Q 70.6
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 12,910l|.» and is significant at the .01 level.
Extent of In-Group Friendships (w=98) (b =78) (L=23)
Most Friends are Greek-Americans ■ 62-296 37.2% 39*1%
Some Friends are Greek-Americans 3 k-7 52.6 21+.8
Very Few are Greek-Americans 3-1 9.0 26.1
None are Greek-Americans 0.0 1.3 0.0
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square — 23*6730, and is significant at the .001 level.
Speaking Knowledge of Greek Language (n=99) (n=77) (N=23)
None 0.0% 0.0% 13.0%
Poor 3.0 13.0 21.7
Average 17.2 50.6 39*1
Above Average 20.2 2U.7 17. U
Very Good - Excellent 59.6 11.7 8.7
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 8l.'5>903»- and is significant at the .001 level.
TABLE 3.7: Membership and Leadership in Greek-American and Non-Greek-
American Organizations, by Generation
GENERATION
1st Gen. 2nd Gen, 3rd Gen,
Membership in Greek-American 
Organizations 0 =99) (k=78) (N=23)
Yes 6 3*6% 69.2% 69 v 6%
No 3 6J4 30.8 30. b
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square is not significant.
Leadership in Greek-American 
Organizations (n=97) (N=76) (N=:22)
Yes 20.6% 35.5% 59.196
No 1 9 . k 40.9
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 13-7833? and is significant at the . 01 level.
Membership in Non-Greek-American 
Or gani z at i on s (n=97) (u=78) (K=23)
Yes 1*0.2% 1 0 .9 A 78.3%
No 59.8 29.5 21.7
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 21.11|82, and is significant at ■the .001 level.
Leadership in Non-Greek-American 
Organizations (K=9S) (N=77) (u=23)
Yes 9-k% 32.5% 52.2%
No 90.6 67.5 1*7.8
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 2)4.6396, and is significant at the .001 level.
generation Greeks. For one, there are now a greater number of 
ethnic organizations in which to participate. Members of the first 
generation may have sought membership in Greek ethnic organizations, 
but there were few established chapters in the early immigrant com­
munity. It is also feasible that first-generation Greeks were, at 
one time, members of ethnic organizations, but not currently. This 
may be a consequence of their advancing age, coupled with the influx 
of younger members into the organizations who have interests diffe­
rent from the immigrant generation. More important as an explana­
tion for this phenomenon is the change in purpose associated with 
the organization. For example, the A.H.E.P.A. (American Hellenic 
Educational Progressive Association) is no longer an Americanization 
catalyst for foreign-born Greek-Americans, but has become a medium 
for perpetuating the Greek heritage in America.
A further explanation of the persistence of third-generation 
Greek-Americans to be members, as well as leaders, of ethnic organi­
zations might be upward mobility. Ninety percent of the third- 
generation Greek-Americans have already attained upper-middle to 
upper-class status.,''where there is a greater tendency for involve­
ment in voluntary associations. Furthermore, in the discussion of 
the continuance of in-group associations in the third generation, it 
must also be recognized that membership and leadership in non-Greek 
organizations is also proportionately greater within the third 
generation than within the first and second generations. Over the 
three generations, membership in non-Greek-American organizations
increases from U0.2 percent to 78• 3 percent, with leadership 
increasing from 9 percent to 52.2 percent. At any rate, member­
ship by the third generation in the Greek organizations in itself' 
is significant, since those who are members must have some desire 
to associate with fellow Greek-Americans and to maintain ties with 
the Greek-American culture. In sum, the researcher may conclude 
that membership in Greek-American organizations has not precluded 
membership in non-Greek-American organizations; at the same time, 
increased contact with non-Greek Americans has not reduced, over 
three generations, the desire to participate in Greek ethnic 
organ! z at i ons.
Considering the strong negative relationship between genera­
tion and ethnic identification, it is desirable to examine these 
selected aspects of ethnic social behavior by ethnic identification 
in order to observe any significant differences in behavior that 
may exist. Tables 3.8 and 3-9 provide evidence that the relation­
ship between ethnic social behavior and ethnic identification is 
significant. Where ethnic identification is high, endogamy is sub­
stantial (68.8%), as compared with the endogamous characteristics 
of those who are low in ethnic identification (50.7%)> the extent 
of in-group friendships is greater, with ;6l.5 percent of those high 
in ethnic identification having most friends who are Greek-American, 
as opposed to 37*0 percent who are less strongly identified with 
the ethnic group; and membership in Greek-American organizations 
also appears to be enhanced by being highly ethnic, with 73*3 percent
TABLE 3.8: Endogamy, Extent of In-Group Friendships, and Speaking
Knowledge of the Greek Language., by Ethnic Identification
ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION
Low High
Endogamy (among those married) (n=75) (N=96)
Yes 50.7% 68.8%
No 1*9-3 31-3
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square — 5-7780, and is significant at the .02 level.
Extent of In-Group Friendships (N=92) (N=10l+)
Most Friends are Greek-Americans 37-0% 61.5%
Some Friends are Greek-Americans 1+6.7 36.5
Very Few are Greek-Americans 15.2 1-9
None are Greek-Americans 1.1 0.0
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 18.8281, and Is significant at the .001 level.
Speaking Knowledge of Greek Language (u=9i) (n =io5)
None at all 3-3% 0.0%
Poor ll*. 3 1+.8
Average 39.6 26.7
Above Average 18.7 2JL4.. 8
Very Good - Excellent 21*.2 U3-8
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square == 16.9965* and is significant at the .01 level.
TABLE 3.9: Membership and Leadership in Greek-American and
Non-Greek-American Organizations, 
by Ethnic Identification
ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION 
Low High
Memberships in Greek-American Organizations (n=92) (N=109)
Yes 57.6% 13*3/0
No lt2.lt 26.7
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = ^. 1+021*., and is significant at the .09 level.
Leadership in, Greek-American Organizations (N=89) (N=103)
Yes 28.1% 32.0^
No 71.9 68.0
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square is not significant.
Memberships in Non-Greek-American Organizations (N=92) (N=10U)
Yes 61\..1% 90.0^
No 35.9 90.0
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square.= 3.9687, and is significant at the .09 level.
Leadership in Non-Greek-American Organizations (N=92) (N=102)
Yes 33.7% IU.7%
No . 66.3 89.3
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 9»61|29, and is significant at the .01 level.
53
of the high ethnic identification respondents indicating membership 
in Greek-American organizations. As might be expected, a greater 
proportion of those Greeks with the least ethnic identification are 
members of non-Greek-American organizations. Therefore, the researcher 
infers from the evidence provided by contingency table analysis that 
generation explains overt ethnic social behavior with ethnic identi­
fication as a probable intervening variable. The problem with which 
the.research must now be concerned is where social mobility fits into 
this progression of generation, ethnic identification, and selected 
aspects of ethnic social behavior.
The Relationship Between Generation, Social Class, 
and Ethnic Identification
It has been inferred in the preceding section that there is 
a significant relationship between generation and ethnic identifica­
tion. The correlation between generation and ethnic identification 
in Table 3.10 substantiates this inference. Furthermore, the corre-
TABLE 3* 10s Zero-order Correlations Between Ethnic Identification,
Generation, Age, and Social Class
GENERATION
ETHNIC
IDENTIFICATION
Age
CMMO•1 • 32
Generation _ _ _ -.1*0
Social Class • i+6 -.Uo
Occupational score .31 -.23
Educational Attainment .55 -U5.
N=l65. All correlations significant at the ,01 level.
latioxi between the variables is negative, implying that ethnic iden­
tification decreases with more recent generation status.
The table also shows that there is a significant positive' 
relationship between generation and social class, but a negative 
relationship between social class and ethnic identification. There­
fore, it is'feasible that social class is an intervening variable 
between generation and ethnic identification. Since this study is 
concerned with the extent to which ethnic identification may explain 
ethnic voting behavior, it is advisable that an accurate and reliable 
explanation of ethnic identification be suggested. At this point in 
the analysis, generation, social class, and ethnic identification 
are interrelated. Figure 3.1 represents the relationship schemati­
cally. As a preliminary step in explaining ethnic identification,
GENERATION
SOCIAL CLASS ^--   > ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION
-.1+0
FIGURE 3-1: The Relationship Between Generation, Social Class,
and Ethnic Identification
possible intervening variables must be considered in (l) the relation­
ship between generation and social class and (2) the relationship be­
tween generation and ethnic identification. An effort is then made to
2
establish temporal sequence between the variables in an attempt to 
2See discussion of inferring temporal sequence from partial 
correlations in Blalock, I960-:.337-
separate the causal effects of generation, age, and social class on 
ethnic identification.
First, the existence of intervening variables between genera­
tion and social class is investigated. As evidenced in Table 3*10, 
generation and age are significantly correlated. Although the corre­
lation does not imply temporal sequence, logically it may be assumed 
that generation status defines age, rather than age defining genera­
tion status. The data in Table 3-H indicate that age reduces the 
relationship between generation and social class by 75 percent. In 
addition, the relationship is reduced 1*0 percent when ethnic identifi­
cation is controlled. Moreover, when a second order correlation is 
calculated, controlling for age and ethnic identification, the
TABLE 3•11• Zero, First, and Second Order Correlations Between 
Generation, Ethnic Identification, and Social Class
Generation, Social Class .1*6
Generation, Social Class. Age .23
Generation, Social Class. Ethnic Identification .36
Generation, Social Class. Age, Ethnic Identification .63
Social Class, Ethnic Identification -.1*0
Generation, Ethnic Identification -.1*0
Generation, Ethnic Identification. Age -.27
Generation, Ethnic Identification. Social Class -.26
Generation, Ethnic Identification. Age, Social Class -.67
N = 165. : -All correlations significant at the .01 level.
relationship between generation and social class becomes even stronger. 
Hence, the evidence indicates that age and ethnic identification are
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intervening variables in the relationship between generation and
social class.
The same procedure is used to detect possible intervening'
variables in the relationship between generation and ethnic identi­
fication. It is inferred from the data in Table 3 .1 1 that when 
first order correlations are calculated, age and social class.signi­
ficantly reduce the strength of the relationship between generation 
and social class. Controlling for age and social class simultaneously, 
the relationship between generation and ethnic identification becomes 
more significant, thus allowing the researcher to infer that age and 
social class are intervening variables between generation and ethnic 
identification. The relationship between generation, social class, 
and ethnic identification -—  including intervening variables —  is 
represented in Figure 3-2.
A. • B .
GENERATION
AGE AGE
El SES
SES El
FIGURE 3*2: The Relationship Between Generation, Social Class, and
Ethnic Identification, with Intervening Variables
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It is suspected, however, that this schema can be consolidated 
into one linear diagram. Primarily, it is less likely that ethnic 
identification must decrease before social class status can increase 
(A.), than social class status increasing at the expense of weakening 
ethnic identification (B.). This speculation is supported by the 
previous findings that upward mobility is most evident between the 
first and second generations, whereas the decreasing strength of 
ethnic identification is most prominent between the first and third 
generations. Therefore, it is reasonable to assume that the temporal 
sequence between the variables may be represented as follows:
' GENERATION > AGE > SOCIAL CLASS  ^ ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION
II
The decrease in the strength of ethnic identification, then, may be 
•explained by more recent generation status, youth, and upward mobility,
The Interrelationship Between Generation,
Social Class, and Ethnic Social Behavior
The inference made earlier that generation status explains
endogamy, friendships, and other aspects of ethnic social behavior,
with ethnic identification as an intervening variable, must now be
re-examined to assess whether ethnic identification or social class
is the more significant explainer of ethnic social behavior. . It
should be recalled that a conceptual distinction has been made between
ethnic identification and the ethnic social behavior among Greek-
Americans. Therefore, it cannot be assumed that because social class
explains ethnic sentiments that it will also explain ethnic social
behavior.
In Table 3.12, the correlations indicate that social class is 
not necessarily the most significant explanatory variable for selected 
aspects of ethnic social behavior. Furthermore, it appears that there 
•is no one variable that alone explains each aspect of ethnic social 
behavior. For instance, endogamy and speaking knowledge of the Greek 
language are more significantly correlated with generation status than 
■with the other variables. Membership in Greek-American organizations, 
at best, can be explained by the strength of ethnic identification, 
even though the relationship is hardly a strong one. Although member­
ship in non-Greek organizations may be explained by youth, later 
generation status, and decreasing ethnic identification, upward mobil­
ity is the most significant explanatory variable. Conversely, sub­
scription to Greek newspapers and magazines, while explainable by age, 
early generation status and high ethnic identification, is most sig­
nificantly explained by lower social class status. The tendency for 
Greek-Americans to maintain friendships within their nationality 
group is most highly correlated with ethnic identification.
Contrary to what might have been expected, ethnic identifica­
tion is less predictive of ethnic social behavior than age, generation 
status, and social class. Moreover, the interrelationship between 
age, generation and social class as they are predictive of ethnic 
identification appears to be applicable to ethnic social behavior as 
well. The interrelationship of all the variables is probably best 
represented by the diagram in Figure 3-3- What is implied by the 
diagram is not that ethnic identification and ethnic social behavior
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are independent of each other, hut primarily that they are not inter­
dependent variables. As indicated by the contingency table analysis 
selected aspects of ethnic social behavior have 2iot decreased as 
significantly —  if at all—  over three generations, as compared to 
the change in ethnic identification. Apparently, upward mobility
(1)GENERATION ----> AGE — — > SOCIAL CLASS  ---* ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION
(2)GENERATI0N— AG E   ^SOCIAL CLASS ---* ETHNIC SOCIAL BEHAVIOR
FIGURE 3-3: The Relationship Between Generation, Ethnic Identification,
and Ethnic Social Behavior, With Intervening Variables
influences a weakening of ethnic sentiments insofar* as increased 
contact with out-groups is associated with upward mobility. However, 
it is the researcher's view that increasing contact with the out-group 
does not act so much to reverse the Greek-American's identification 
with the nationality group toward complete identification with the 
host society, as it enables the Greek--American to view his ethnicity 
relatively. In short, over three generations of Greek-Americans 
develop a more liberal attitude concerning their ethnicity, while 
maintaining friendships and associations within the ethnic group.
Summary
The data indicate that over three generations the upwardly 
mobile Greek-Americans have not maintained a high degree of ethnic 
identification. This is not to say that the assimilation process is 
complete, since as evidenced by the data on ethnic social behavior, 
many primary group relationships and associations are still based
within the ethnic group. Yet, it must be noted, that ethnic social 
behavior remains quite visible in an ethnic community where the 
largest sector of the population is composed of first and second 
generation Greek-Americans, who appear to be more ethnically con­
scious than the third generation. As an ethnic community, there­
fore, the Greek-Americans are not yet fully assimilated into Ameri­
can society.
CHAPTER IV
THE PERSISTENCE OF ETHNIC VOTING
Ethnic voting among Greek-Americans has received relatively 
little analysis hy social scientists. Saloutos (196I4.) has succeeded 
in offering a historical portrait of the Greek-American in American 
politics, hut offers no empirical analysis to explain "a breakthrough 
[hy Greek-Americans] into the political arena” following World War I. 
Prior to World War.I, the political interests and efforts of the 
Greeks in the United States were primarily directed toward the poli­
tics in Greece. Identification with the motherland was fervent 
enough to divide many Greek communities in the United States —  
including Norfolk —  into political factions based on political up­
heaval in Greece at the time. ^
The campaign of 1920 is reported to have been the first 
national election in the United States in which Greek-Americans 
became visibly active (Saloutos, 196U:21|2). Even then, participa­
tion in the American electorate was primarily an effort to influence 
the policy that the United States would adopt toward Greece.
The defeat of the Greeks in Asia Minor in 1922, however, was 
a turning point in Greek-American political involvement. According 
to Saloutos, "...the realization that their efforts to influence the
■^ The two factions were known as the Royalists and the 
Liberals.
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American and Greek governments were a mistake, combined with the 
mounting tide of anti-foreignism within the United States, forced 
them to withdraw from the affairs of Greece and seek to become part 
of the American scene" (196I4.:385-386). As a result, great efforts 
were made by Greek-American fraternal organizations, Greek civic 
leagues, and the Greek language press to encourage the immigrants 
to become naturalized citizens. These events explain why an annual 
tabulation of Greek aliens attaining citizenship, beginning in 1923> 
shows that the peak in naturalization was reached during the late 
1920's, that it began to decline after that date, and then began to 
rise again during the late 1930’s and early 1914-01 s.
_ Citizenship crusades were followed by voter registration 
drives, well illustrated by the following excerpt from a circular 
widely distributed to those Greek-Americans who had decided to remain 
in the-United States: "'Become a voter quickly in order, that you
may help preserve a just and decent government'" (Saloutos, 19614.:
214.3)- Moreover, political participation was a means of effective 
expression of discontent with restrictionist legislation by the Con­
gress to reduce the number of immigrants entering the United States 
from southern and eastern Europe.
Eventually, political clubs emerged in all major Greek com­
munities. From the available literature, political clubs were 
formed around both the Democratic and Republican parties. However, 
with the approach of the Presidential election of 1932, the Democratic 
party made special efforts to appeal to various ethnic minorities in
6 h
the United States, including the Greeks. To the best of* the 
researcher’s knowledge, this appeal was successful, and with the New 
Deal the Democratic Party became the party with which the majority 
of Greek-Americans continued to affiliate.
Furthermore, appeals to Greek voters to support certain can­
didates was made by eliciting ethnic sentiments. For instance, the 
National Herald, a widely circulated Greek-American publication, 
responded most enthusiastically to the request by Franklin D. Roose­
velt for the support of the Greek-American electorate. The National 
Herald proclaimed: "'Why are we supporting Franklin D. Roosevelt?
He personifies Greek-American ideals'" (Saloutos, 196Ui2i45>) • In a 
letter to Roosevelt, the Herald further exemplified the ethnic iden­
tification appeal being used to influence the Greek-American vote:
Our newspaper, the National Herald, knowing well for 
the last seventeen years of your ideas and moral princi­
ples about government and human relationships, has con­
sistently and intensely supported your nomination on the 
Democratic ticket as the standard bearer of the Periclean 
and Jeffersonian ideals; and from the day of your nomina­
tion we have been doing all we can in order to divulge 
widely among the Greeks those ideals formulated by you 
and adapted to our times and needs.
The Greeks, as a race, have also their own particular 
reason to love you, Governor, knowing that your family, 
a hundred years ago, had been instrumental in promoting 
the success of Greek independence (National Herald,
November 5> 1932, in Saloutos, 196U:2Li5-2Ii6) •
Obviously, the National Herald, and apparently other Greek-American
vote solicitors, was not appealing to class interests among Greek-
American voters. Moreover, as observed in Chapter III, the first
generation is still highly identified with the ethnic group and presumably
was more so in the early years, thus making it expedient to appeal 
primarily to ethnic sentiments. Unfortunately, there are no avail­
able analyses of election results by nationality group to enable the 
researcher to observe how Greek-Americans cast their votes in the 
1932 Presidential election. Only then could a more reliable evalua­
tion be made of the significance of ethnic identification on candi­
date choice.
In an effort to evaluate the salience of ethnic identification 
on candidate choice and political party affiliation, this study exa­
mines the significance of ethnic identification in ethnic voting, 
relative to other significant variables, such as age, generation, and 
social class. The question of the significance of ethnic identifica­
tion in ethnic voting is particularly relevant for the 1968 Presiden­
tial election, with the appearance of Spiro T. Agnew as a Vice- 
Presidential candidate on the Republican Party ticket. The effect of 
ethnic identification on political party affiliation will be examined 
first, as a means of evaluating the persistence of traditional poli­
tical party affiliation.
Political Party Affiliation Among Greek-Americans 
in the Norfolk Metropolitan Area
The data presented in Table l*.l indicate that 90.^ percent 
of Greek-Americans -in“the Norfolk metropolitan sample state their 
affiliation with the Democratic party, thus implying that the Greek- 
Americans continue to identify themselves with the traditional poli­
tical party of affiliation* Of the remaining respondents, 2 l\.»9 percent
indicate that they are affiliated with no particular political party 
and are, therefore, Independents. Only I8.J4. percent of the Greek-
TABLE U.l: Political Party Affiliation Among Greek-Americans
in the Norfolk Metropolitan Area
NUMBER PERCENT
Democratic Party 93' 30.3
Republican Party 36 l8.
Independent U8 2U.3
Other 13 6.6
TOTAL 196 100.0
Americans indicate support of the Republican party, with the remaining 
6.6 percent preferring another political party, such as the American 
Independent Party of George Wallace.
While the breakdown of the entire sample by political party 
affiliation is important to the study, a more meaningful picture of 
party affiliation among Greek-Americans is indicated by the analysis 
of this variable by ethnic identification, generation, age, and social 
class. Pui*thermore, this analysis provides a test of the second hypo­
thesis, which suggests that ethnic identification among Greek-Americans 
influences affiliation with the Democratic party. Prom the evidence 
provided in Table I4.2, the strength of ethnic identification does 
appear to be significantly discriminating, but only in the cases of
Democrats and Independents. If ethnic identification is truly a 
discriminating variable in political party affiliation, however, the 
percentage of those affiliating with the Democratic party should
TABLE 4*2: Differences in Political Party Affiliation,
by Ethnic Identification
POLITICAL PARTY 
AFFILIATION
ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION
LOW
(N=91)
HIGH
(N=103)
Democratic Party h i .  8% $ 7 .y /o
Republican Party 13.7 18.4
American Independent Party 2.2 7*8
Other 2.2 1.0
None 35*2 15.5
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 13*2321?, and is significant at the .02.5> level.
decrease over three generations, with Independents increasing, since 
it has already been observed that ethnic identification decreases sig­
nificantly from the first to the third generation. A reverse rela­
tionship should be observable when political party affiliation is 
analyzed by age, since age and ethnic identification are positively 
correlated. Democrats are expected to increase proportionately from 
the younger to the older age categories, while Independents should 
decrease.
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The data in Tables 2+.3 and 2+.1+ support these expectations.
Of the first generation respondents, 55.2 -percent are Democrats, 
compared to 2+7-2+ percent and 2+0.9 percent in the second and third 
generations respectively. The percentage of Independents, on the 
other hand, increases proportionately with 13*5 percent in the first
TABLE 2+.3s Differences in Political Party Affiliation, by Generation
POLITICAL PARTY 
AFFILIATION
GENERATION
1st Gen.
(D=96)
2nd Gen. 
(21=78)
3rd Gen. 
(11=22)
Democratic 55-2% 2+7.2+% k 0 .9 fo
Republican 18.8 17.9 18.2
American Independent 9.2+ 1.3 0.0
Other 3.1 0 e 0 0.0
Hone 13.5 33-3 2+0.9
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 20.5076, srd is significant at the .01 level.
TABLE 2+.1+; Differences in Political Party Affiliation, by Age
POLITICAL PARTY 
AFFILIATION
AGE
21-1+0 Years 
(N=61)
2+1-53 Years 
.. ( n=69 1
52+ Years and Over 
(N=66)
Democratic 2+2.6% k 3 .9 /o 65.2%
Republican 18.0 21.7-' 15-2
American Independent 3-3 7.2 2+.5
Other 0.0 1.2+ 3.0
None 36-1 26.1 12.1
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 15-5285, and is significant at the .05 level.
generation, 33*3 percent in the second generation, and U0*9 percent 
in the third generation. It should be noted, however, that even with 
intergenerational differences in party affiliation, the majority of 
respondents in each generation —  with the exception of the third 
generation —  indicate affiliation with the Democratic party. The 
third generation respondents are evenly distributed, for the most 
part, between Democratic and Independent party affiliation. In 
Table U.Uj support is given for the expectation that each progres­
sively older age category contains proportionately greater percen­
tages of Democrats, from U2.6 percent in the younger age category to 
65.2 percent in the oldest age category. Conversely, Independents 
decrease proportionately with age, from 36.1 percent to 12.1 percent.
Next, political party affiliation is analyzed by education, 
as the index of social class, in Table U*5- In each educational
TABLE U-5: Differences in Political Party Affiliation,
by Educational Attainment
POLITICAL PARTY 
AFFILIATION
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
0-11 Yrs. 
(N=68)
12 Yrs. 
(N^0)
13-13 Yrs. 
(31=39)
16+ Yrs. 
(31=39)
Democrat 60.3% £6. QP/o 33.3% U3.6°/o
Republican 13.2 18.0 20.5 25.6
American Independent 10.3 2.0 5.1 0.0
Other 1.5 2.0 2.6 0.0
None (Independent) lU-7 22.0 38.5 30.8
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 2O.l4.2U5>> end is significant at the .10 level.
2Additional evidence to indicate significant variation in 
political party affiliation by ethnic identification, age, and genera­
tion is offered in Tables B-l, B-2, and B-3> in Appendix B.
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category, the majority of the respondents are Democrats, with the 
exception of those completing l'3-*l5 years 'of school, who are pri­
marily Independents. Also, this is the first time that affiliation 
with the Republican party is visibly differentiated by any variable. 
Even though the percentage of respondents indicating Republican 
party affiliation is never greater than, the percentage of Democrats 
and Independents, it is observed that the percentage does increase 
as educational attainment increases. Furthermore, it appears that 
increasing educational attainment up to 13-15 years is influencing 
a shift away from the Democratic party toward Independence. The 
shift is especially significant between high school graduates and 
those who have or are attending college. If it can be assumed that 
most of the respondents in the 13-15 year category are presently 
attending college, and are under 2^ years of age, the phenomenon may 
be partially explained by greater liberalism among college students 
than those not attending college. Between those having completed 
some college and those having completed four years of college or 
more, there appears to be a shift back to some political party 
affiliation. As observed in the highest educational category, the 
percentage of Democrats and Republicans increases, while the per­
centage of Independents decreases. This may be a function of 
decreasing liberalism as a result of upward mobility. Although 
speculative, this, stage may mark the beginning of a trend in which 
Democratic party affiliation among Greek-Americans will decrease 
gradually as Republicanism increases, and as class interests become
paramount* Or perhaps there will be a return to the Democratic party. 
Of course, much will depend upon how each-major political party pre­
sents itself to the American public in the future.
The Explanation of Political Party Affiliation
More important than prediction of the trend of political 
party affiliation among Greek-Americans is the knowledge of just 
which variable, or combination of variables, explains the affilia­
tion or non-affiliation of Greek-Americans with a particular politi­
cal party. As indicated by the value of chi-square in Tables l \ .2  - 
U*5> there is a significant relationship between political party 
affiliation and ethnic identification, generation* age, and education. 
A more sensitive test of the significance of the relationship between 
the variables is provided by the analysis of correlation coefficients 
in Table 1+.6.
Although the correlations are low, some are significant 
enough to offer at least possible explanations for political party 
affiliation. Affiliation with the Democratic party is predictable 
by increasing age and lower educational attainment. Interestingly, 
the tendency to affiliate with the Democratic party is most signifi­
cantly correlated with subscription to Greek-language newspapers or 
magazines. It may be recalled from the Introduction that the Greeks 
language press was most influential in the political life of the 
early Greek-Americans. Apparently, its effectiveness has not dis­
appeared.
TABLE 1*«6: Zero-Order Correlations Between Political Party
Affiliation and Other Significant Variables
POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION
Democrats Republicans Independent s
Age .19++ -.02 -. 21+++
Generation -.06 .03 .19++
Ethnic Identification .10 .01 -.21++
Education -.16+ .12 .15+
Membership in Greek 
Organi z at i on s .03 .07 -.15+
Subscription to Greek 
Language Press .20++
ooo•1 -.17+
Most Friends are 
Gre ek-Ameri c an .07 .OL -.17+
Proficiency in Speak­
ing the Greek Lan­
guage
.16+ .07 . -.30++
+ Significant at the .05 level. 
++ Significant at the .01 level.
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Especially noticeable in the Table is the indication that 
affiliation with the Democratic party is independent of ethnic iden­
tification. Therefore, it may be concluded that ethnic identifica­
tion is no longer a salient variable in the persistent affiliation 
of Greek-Americans * with the Democratic party. Of course, there is 
no empirical evidence to substantiate the assumption that ethnic 
identification was an important determinant of Democratic party 
affiliation even in the early period of Greek settlement in the Uni­
ted States. Perhaps social interaction among Greek-Americans and 
not strong ethnic sentiments was the significant force behind group 
affiliation with the Democratic party. At any rate, the present 
study indicates that age and education are possible explanatory 
variables.
Not surprisingly, the tendency for Greek-Americans to be inde­
pendent of any political party affiliation is explained somewhat dif­
ferently. V/hereas Greek-Americans who are Democrats are older and 
less educated, Independents are younger, rank higher in educational 
attainment, and tend to be third generation. In addition, the ten­
dency to be an Independent decreases as ethnic identification increases. 
Being an Independent, moreover, appears to be negatively associated 
with various aspects of ethnic social behavior. Therefore, the fact 
that some Greek-Americans have chosen Independent political party 
status is explainable, in part, by weakening ethnic identification 
and decreasing participation in ethnic activities and primary group 
relationships, but primarily by age, generation, and education.
Affiliation with the Republican party is obviously not 
explainable by any of these variables. The non-significance of the 
correlations is itself significant, however. For instance, the 
insignificance of educational attainment, as the index of social 
class, in Republican party affiliation is noteworthy. Upward mobil­
ity is often accompanied by the desire to maintain the status quo, 
and consequently, to affiliate with the Republican party as the tra­
ditional standard-bearer of conservatism. Apparently, this phenome­
non has not occurred among upwardly mobile Greek-Americans. Upward 
mobility as a possible explanatory variable in political party affil
iation is significant only as it is negatively related to being a
3Democrat and positively related to being an Independent.
However, 75*5 percent of the Greek-Americans in this study 
are affiliated with some political party, usually the Democratic 
party.. The question now remains whether Greek-Americans have sup­
ported certain candidates in national elections as a consequence of 
their political party affiliation or because of the candidate him­
self. In the case of the 1968 Presidential Election, an additional 
question must be asked: if Greek-Americans voted primarily for the
man and not the party is this phenomenon accentuated when the can­
didate is of Greek heritage?
3l do not intend that this phenomenon be understood as uni­
que among Greek-Americans. Recent polls would imply that the trend 
toward affiliation with no particular political party is increasing 
among young Americans, as a means of expressing support for ''the man 
not the party."
The 1968 Presidential- Election
That Spiro T. Agnew1 s nomination as Vice-President in 1968 
was recognized and applauded "by many Greek-Americans as a triumph 
for the ethnic group has been observed by the researcher. Reminis­
cent of the appeal by the Greek language press to Greek-American 
ethnic identification in the Presidential election of 1932, the 
Ahepan Magazine, the official publication of the largest Greek fra­
ternal organization in the United States, ran the following editorial 
shortly after Agnew* s nomination:
Governor Agnew, the son of a poor immigrant from Messinia, 
Greece, through his own efforts reached the political sum­
mit, first as a Republican in a Democratic area becoming 
Baltimore County Executive, then against the same odds 
elected as the first Governor of a, state of American Hel­
lenic descent. How, the first minority Candidate for 
Vice-President in the land . . . The enthusiastic recep­
tion accorded Brother Agnew^ - at the Hew York Ahepa Con­
vention is indicative of the high esteem he is held by 
his fellow American Hellenes. His nomination to the 
second highest office in the land -—  a heartbeat from the 
Presidency —  has had an exhilarating effect on Hellenes 
everywhere and serves to make them more than ever aware 
of their Americanism, of their great and abiding love for 
this land, their land. They, along with Vice-Presidential 
candidate Agnew, are "old fashioned patriots" who believe 
in America and the American dream (Zannetos in Venturatos,
1970:3 k - 3$)•
If, indeed, Greek-Americans hold Spiro Agnew in high esteem, 
it is expected that his name on the ballot would have attracted many 
Greek-American votes for the Republican Presidential ticket, although 
the majority of Greek-Americans are affiliated with the Democratic
^Spiro Agnew is an honorary member of the A.H.E.P.A. In 1970, 
he received the Order’s highest award for outstanding public service, 
the national Periclean Award.
party. Of the three major candidate choices for President and Vice- 
President on the "ballot in 1968, Greek-Americans in the Norfolk metro 
politan area, as indicated in Table l+.7> cast 35>*9 percent of their 
votes for Humphrey-Muskie, 11.0 percent for Wallace-LeMay, and 5>3.0 
percent for Nixon-Agnew. In attempting to determine how much ethnic
TABLE h»7z Candidate Choice in the 1968 Presidential Election Among 
Greek-Americans in the Norfolk Metropolitan Area
NUMBER PERCENT
Humphrey-Muskie 35.9
Nixon-Agnew 96 53.0
Wallace-Lemay 20 11.0
TOTAL 181 100.0
identification contributed to the pro-Nixon-Agnew feeling among Greek- 
Americans in 1968, a contingency table analysis between candidate 
choice in the 1968 election, by ethnic identification, was made. Pre­
sumably, Nix on-Agnew supporters would be most evident among Greek- 
Americans who rank high in ethnic identification. As observable in 
Table U.8, however, the strength of ethnic identification is not 
significantly related to candidate choice. The Greek-Americans sur­
veyed voted predominantly for Nixon-Agnew regardless of the strength 
of their ethnic identification.
TABLE i|.8: The Relationship Between Candidate Choice in the
1968 Presidential Election and Ethnic Identification
CANDIDATE ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION
CHOICE IN 
1968 Low(ir=90)
High
(N=89)
Humphrey-Muskie 35.6% 3h.S%
Nixon-Agnew 53.3 53-9
Wallace-LeMay 11.1 11.2
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square is not significant.
Since ethnic identification is not the explanatory variable 
in the support of the Agnew ticket in the 1968 election, it is pos­
sible that other variables such as age, generation, educational 
attainment, and/or social class may explain this phenomenon. The 
data provided in Table 1+.9 reveal, however, that these variables are 
also not significantly related to candidate choice in 1968. Again, 
Greek-Americans evidence their support of the Nixon-Agnew ticket 
regardless of age, generation, education, and social class.
To check the possibility of region in the United States as a 
determinant of candidate choice, a comparison was made of the voters
^Additional evidence to indicate the insignif.icant variation 
in candidate choice in the 1968 Presidential Election by age, educa­
tion, and generation is offered in Tables B-1+, B-5, and B-6 in Appen­
dix B.
TABLE U-9: Differences in Candidate Choice in the
1968 Presidential Election, By Generation, Age, 
Education and Social Class
CANDIDATE CHOICE
Humphrey- Nixon- Wallace-
Muski e Agnew LeMay TOTAL
Generation
1st (n=85) 
2nd (F=7l+) 
3rd (23=22)
32.9%
1*0.5
31.8
56.5%
50.0
50.0
10.6%
9.5
18.2
100.0%
100.0
100.0
Chi-Square is not significant.
Age
21-14.0 yrs. (N=57)
.1+1-53 y^s. (n=65)/
51+ yrs* and over (n=59)
35.1%
33.8
39.0
52.6%
52.3
51*. 2
12.3%
13.8
6.8
100.0%
100.0
100.0
Chi-Square is not significant.
Education
0-11 yrs. (n=60) 
12 yrs. (n=L*6) 
13-15 yrs. (n=38) 
16+ yrs. (N=37)
38. 3% 
37.0 
23.7 
1*3.2
1*8.3%
51*. 3 
63.2 
1+8.6
13.3%
8.7
13.2
8.1
100.0%
100.0
100.0
100.0
Chi-Square is not significant.
Social Class
Lower Middle (N=L*5) 
Upper Middle (n=59) 
Upper (N=l+7)
Uo.0% 
U0.7 
31*.0
1*8.9%
1+7.5
57.1*
11.1%
11.9
8.5
100.0%
100.0
100.0
Chi-Square is not significant.
in the present sample with those Greek-Americans in the Southern
6sample of Venturatos!s 1970 study. The comparison presented in 
Table U-10 does not offer this explanation. The percentage break­
down of the vote in the Norfolk Metropolitan sample in no way
TABLE 1|,10: A Comparison of Candidate Choice in the 1968 Election
Between Greeks in the Norfolk Metropolitan Area With 
Greeks in Venturatos1 Southern Sample
CANDIDATE CHOICE
Humphrey- 
Muski e
Nixon- Wallace 
Agnew LeMay TOTAL
Norfolk Metropolitan 
Sample 
(N=178)
35-9% 53.0% 11.0% 100.0%
Venturatos1 Southern 
Sample 
(Jfci3)
8.0 81.0 11.0 100.0
approximates that of the Southern sample in Venturatos1 study. Of 
course, caution must be taken in making reliable implications from 
a comparison of the data in the two studies because of the large 
difference in sample size.
Venturatos1 analysis of Greek-American political behavior 
utilized samples of Greeks from four regions in the United States: 
East, Mid-West, South, and West*
Political Party Affiliation as a Determinant 
in Candidate Choice
The results of a more intensive analysis of the 1968 Elec­
tion data indicate that candidate choice in that election is signi­
ficantly correlated with political party affiliation of the voters. 
The correlations presented in Table reveal that support of
Nixon-Agnew in the 1968 Election is influenced by affiliation with
TABLE l+.ll: Correlations Between Political Party Affiliation
and Choice of Candidates, in the 
1968 Presidential Election
POLITICAL PARTY 
AFFILIATION
CANDIDATE CHOICE
Humphrey- 
Muski e
Nixon-
Agnew
Democrats -U9+ -.38+
Republicans -.30+ • hb+
Independent s -.21+ .12
+ Significant at the .01 level.
the Republican party. Similarly, support of the Humphrey-Muskie 
ticket is indicative of Democratic party affiliation. Interestingly, 
while being Independent does not reveal a significant tendency to 
prefer either the Democratic or Republican candidates, Independent 
status does indicate a. significant tendency not to support the 
Humphrey-Muski e ticket. Apparently, Greek-Americans who are Democrats
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7did not cross party lines to vote for the Nixon-Agnew ticket.
Since the majority of Greek-Americans surveyed indicate affiliation 
with the Democratic Party, how can it he explained that 53»0 per­
cent of these Greek-Americans supported the Republican Presidential 
ticket in 1968?
The contingency table analysis of candidate choice by poli­
tical party affiliation in Table 1+.12 seems to account for the
TABLE 1|.12: Candidate Choice in the 1968 Presidential Election,
by Political Party Affiliation
CANDIDATE
CHOICE
POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION
Democrats
(N=99)
Republicans
(B=35)
Independent s
(n=U)
Humphrey-Muskie 66 .6% 2.9% 15.9%
Nixon-Agnew 28.3 97.1 65-9
Wallace-LeMay 5.0 0.0 18.2
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 96.3L1.83> and is significant at the .001 level.
7In addition, the correlations provided in Table B-7 of Appen­
dix B reveal that the influence of party affiliation on candidate 
choice was not a chance situation in the 1968 Election. Por both the 
I96I4. and i960 Presidential elections, affiliation with one of the two 
major parties is predictive of candidate choice. Moreover, additional 
data provided in'Table B-8 disclose the consistency with which Greek-. 
Americans have voted along party lines. The correlations infer, that 
those who voted for Johnson and Humphrey in 196I4. and for Kennedy- 
Johnson in i960, tended to vote for Humphrey-Muskie in 1968. In like 
manner, the findings indicate that among those voting for Nixon-Agnew 
in 1968 support of Republican candidates has also been consistent, 
based on earlier elections.
suggested inconsistency* The data indicate that majority support 
of the Hixon-Agnew ticket is primarily a consequence of the majority 
of Independents* supporting the Republican Presidential and Vice- 
Presidential candidates* In addition, nearly one-third of the Demo­
crats also cast their votes for Dixon and Agnew.
I dent if i c at ion with Spiro Agnew as a  
Determinant in Candidate Choice in 
the 1968 Election
It should not be inferred from the preceding discussion, 
however, that political party affiliation is the only explanatory 
variable in candidate choice. The influence of Spiro, Agnew1 s cul­
tural heritage on the Greek-American voter must also be considered.
The correlations in Table h.13, between respondent's identification 
with Agnew as a "fellow Greek-American11 and respondent's candidate 
choice in the 1968 election, suggests that the tendency among those 
identifying with Agnew to vote for the Dixon-Agnew ticket is signi­
ficant. Table I4..II+ provides additional evidence to support this 
implication.
Referring again to Table I4..I3, it can be observed that iden­
tifying with Agnew also correlates notably with acknowledgment of 
the influence of Agnew's Greek descent on preference of candidates 
in the 1968 Presidential race. In addition, the last correlations 
show that identification with Agnew is independent of affiliation 
with either major political party or with no political party affilia­
tion. It may be inferred, therefore, that political party affilia­
tion and identification with Agnew operated independently to influence
TABLE 1*. 131 Correlations Between Identification With Spiro Agnew 
and Selected Political Behavior Items
IDENTIFICATION WITH SPIRO AGNEW 
AS A "FELLOW GREEK-AMERICAN"
Candidate Choice, 1968
Humphrey-Muskie +
■vo•1
Nixon-Agnew .21+
Acknowledgment of Agnewfs 
Greek Heritage on Candidate 
Preference, 1968
.31+
Political Party Affiliation
Democratic -.11*
Republican .10*
' Independent .11*
* Not significant.
+ Significant at the .01 level.
TABLE J+.11*: The Relationship Between Identification With
Spiro Agnew and Candidate Choice in the 
1968 Presidential Election
CANDIDATE CHOICE IN 
1968
IDENTIFICATION WITH 
AS A "FELLOW GREEK- 
Yes 
(N=106)
SPIRO AGNEW 
■AMERICAN"
No
. _ _Cn=75) .
Humphrey-Muskie 21.7% 56.0%
Nixon-Agnew 61*. 2' 37-3
Wallace-LeMay 11*. 1 6.7
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 22.5733? and is significant at the .001 level.
81+
candidate choice in the Presidential election of 1968. Yet, while
political party affiliation is not consistently explainable, as evi
denced earlier in this Chapter, identification with Agnew, on the
other hand, may feasibly be explained by age, generation, social
8class, and ethnic identification. The correlations in Table ij..l5 
suggest that this inference is true. As a result, the researcher
TABLE 1|.15>: Correlations Between Identification With Spiro Agnew
and Age, Generation, Education, and Ethnic Identification*
IDENTIFICATION WITH SPIRO AGNEW
Age • 33
Generation -.20
Education 1 fo 0
Ethnic Identification .30
*A11 correlations are significant at the .01 level.
suggests that the effects of age, generation, education, and ethnic 
identification do help to explain Greek-Americans' support of the 
Nixon-Agnew ticket in 19^8, if only indirectly.
o
Contingency table analyses of identification with Spiro 
Agnew, the extent of the identification, and the reason for identi­
fication, by generation and ethnic identification, are provided, in 
Tables B-9 and B-10 of Appendix B.
Summary
The findings that the majority of Greek-Americans in the 
Norfolk metropolitan area are Democrats supports the hypothesis that 
Greek-Americans still evidence ethnic voting patterns by affiliating 
with the traditionally accepted political party. However, the per­
sistence of this aspect of ethnic voting is primarily explained by 
demographic characteristics such as age and education rather than 
by ethnic identification. Moreover, there appears to be a trend 
among Greek-Americans toward no political party affiliation.
Concerning support of ethnic candidates as a second dimen­
sion of ethnic voting, Greek-Americans do not cross party lines to 
vote for a candidate of Greek descent such as Spiro Agnew. Rather, 
the majority support among Greek-Americans for the Nixon-Agnew ticket 
in 1968 is largely explained by political party affiliation, and to 
a lesser degree by identification with Agnew as a fellow Greek- 
American. The data indicate, however, that political party affilia­
tion and identification with Agnew operated independently to influ­
ence the predominantly Democratic Greek-Americans to vote for the 
Republican Presidential and Vice-Presidential candidates. The con­
sequences of these findings for the validity of the assimilation 
and mobilization theories of ethnic voting will be discussed in 
Chapter V.
CHAPTER V
ETHNIC VOTING AMONG GREEK-AMERICANS:
summary and implications
This chapter offers a summary of the research on Greek-Americans 
evident in this work. The findings are then related to the theoreti­
cal framework of ethnic voting behavior represented by the assimila­
tion and mobilization theories. The final section focuses upon the 
consequences of this study for future research in the field of ethnic 
politics.
Summary and Implications of the Findings
Testing the first hypothesis enabled the researcher to ascer­
tain the degree to which Greek-Americans are assimilated into Ameri­
can society. Having observed the Greek-.Americans to be acculturated,^ 
it was left to the researcher1s interpretation of the data to estab­
lish the extent of identificational and structural assimilation among 
people in this study. The data indicate that Greek-Americans in the 
Norfolk metropolitan area are in the final stage of identificational 
assimilation, which apparently is accelerated by the third generation. 
Over three generations, upward occupational and educational mobility 
and weakened ethnic identification are apparent, with upward mobility
1
This observation is supported by Mrlton Gordon1s generaliza­
tion that "cultural assimilation, or acculturation, is likely to be 
the first of the types of assimilation to occur when a minority group 
arrives on the scene" (Gordon, 196I1: 77) •
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explaining the decrease in ethnic identification. On the other hand, 
Greek-American friendships and membership -in Greek-American organiza­
tions are still evident in the third generation. Consequently, Greek- 
Americans, upwardly mobile and less strongly committed to ethnic 
ideals, still retain aspects of ethnic social behavior. The query to 
be made is why structural assimilation among Greek-Americans has not 
been completed by the third generation.
Milton Gordon offers a credible interpretation of this pheno­
menon, starting with the first generation. The first generation sim­
ply did not want structural assimilation, nor was the host society 
willing to permit it. As alien newcomers, the immigrant generation 
found security in their communal institutions, and in the strong eth­
nic sentiments which reinforced the ethnic community.
"The second generation," according to Gordon, "found a much 
more complex situation" (1961].:111);. Pressured to assimilate and become 
Americanized by members of the host culture, the second generation 
became alienated from the ethnic community. Moreover, education in 
American public schools had aided and encouraged the process of cul­
tural. and identificational assimilation. The second generation soon 
discovered, however, that the invitation by the host culture to become 
a first-class member was a myth. Somewhat like men without a country, 
the second generation*returned to the ethnic community to establish 
primary group relationships (Gordon, 1961+)..
As a consequence of both decreasing anti-foreignism and accel­
erating social mobility, the third generation —  fully acculturated
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and, for the most part, identificationally assimilated —  is secure in 
its ”Americanness". There is no need among the third generation to 
reject ethnic friendships or membership in ethnic organizations. As 
a result, aspects of ethnic social behavior have endured. To para­
phrase Biesanz and Biesanz, the once culturally distinct Greek-American 
community has become a structurally distinct subsociety, which contains 
not only its own primary groups of cliques and families, but also many 
of its own associations and organizations (1969:266). Thus the Greek 
community remains "a highly structured community within the boundaries 
of which an individual may, if he wishes, carry out most of his more 
meaningful life activities from the cradle to the grave” (Gordon, 196^:23^).
. Yet, the question remains just why ethnic social behavior has
endured among Greek-Americans, especially in the third generation, where
there is no emotional need to maintain primary relationships within the
ethnic group. One reasonable answer is religion. As noted previously
in this work, the Greek Orthodox church community is synonymous with
the Greek-American ethnic community. It is also true that religious 
2sentiments among Greek-Americans have weakened over three generations.
Yet, regardless of how third generation Greek-Americans feel about the 
use of the English language in the Divine Liturgy ox* about Greek Ortho­
dox marrying outside the faith, they still remain Greek Orthodox. In 
doing so, members of the third generation —  no matter how socially or 
geographically mobile —  necessarily preserve their membership in the 
ethnic community. Moreover, the extent to which Greek-Americans remain,
p _
^The reader will recall that the Ethnic identification Score 
is representative of a Religious sub-score.
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as yet, structurally unique, is determined by the extent to which they 
have maintained their membership in the Greek community.
As a consequence of the finding that identificational assimi­
lation among Greek-Americans is nearing completion, it is not surprising 
that ethnic identification is not a significant predictor of ethnic 
voting. Continued affiliation with the Democratic party bjr the major­
ity of Greek-Americans in the Norfolk metropolitan area —  as one dimen­
sion of ethnic voting —  is more accurately explained by age and educa­
tional attainment. In addition, it has been projected that there is a 
trend among Greek-Americans toward no political party affiliation. 
Regarding political party affiliation, then, it appears that the Greek- 
American evidences behavior similar to that of his non-ethnic counterpart.
Concerning support of an ethnic candidate as a second dimension 
of ethnic voting, the pro-Nixon-Agnew feeling among the majority of 
Greek-Americans in the 1968 Presidential Election is primarily pre­
dicted by political party affiliation. To a lesser —  but nonetheless 
significant —  degree, preference for the Nixon-Agnew ticket was influ­
enced by the majority of Greeks1 identifying Spiro Agnew as a "fellow 
Greek-American". As indicated by the data, age and ethnic identifica­
tion define identification with Agnew. Somewhat indirectly, then, 
ethnic identification did influence the support of an ethnic candidate 
in this particular election.
Reconsideration of the Theories of Ethnic Voting
In light of these findings, the researcher is able to re-evaluate 
the assimilation and mobilization theories of ethnic voting. The main
criticism of both theories, as suggested in Chapter I, is that they 
are based on imprecise definitions of assimilation. As substantiated 
by this study, the concept of assimilation must include cultural,' struc 
tural, and identificational assimilation, as well as upward mobility. 
According to this researcher’s interpretation, the assimilation theory 
considers upward mobility, and to some extent the cultural and identi­
ficational variables in assimilation. The mobilization theory, on the 
other hand, defines assimilation as upward mobility, assuming accultura
3tion, and structural assimilation. Thus neither theory deals with the 
complete process of assimilation, and, as a consequence, the generali­
zations made by each cannot be considered altogether valid.
Based on these definitions, each theory makes inferences about 
the relationship between social assimilation and political assimilation 
In the assimilationist view, political assimilation will follow social 
assimilation, during which ethnic identification disappears. Implied 
in the theory is the indication of social assimilation by upward mobil­
ity. The mobilization theory negates the assumption that political 
assimilation must necessarily result from social assimilation. Accord­
ing to the mobilization theory, the importance of ethnic identification 
as a variable in ethnic voting may, in fact, be intensified as a result 
of this so-called social assimilation, insofar as a middle class deve­
lops from which ethnic candidates may be recruited. -The persistence 
of ethnic voting, of course, precludes political assimilation by the 
members- of the ethnic group.
3
■Implied by Wolfinger’s use of the terms "increasing inter­
marriage" and "increasing inter-group contacts".
Neither the assimilation nor the mobilization theory is com­
pletely supported by the findings of this" study. The assimilation 
theory is apparently sound in its generalization that ethnic iden­
tification decreases after the first generation with upward mobility. 
Contrary to the assimilation theory, however, the strength of eth­
nic voting does not necessarily depend on the strength of the indi­
vidual* s ethnic identification. Greek-Americans, for instance, 
voted for Nixon-Agnew in 1968 regardless of the strength of ethnic 
identification. The mobilization theory makes its most valuable 
point in stating that, more than the intensity of ethnic identifi­
cation, the salience of ethnic voting depends on the level of rele­
vance in an election. Furthermore, according to the mobilization 
theory, the most powerful and visible sign of ethnic political rele­
vance is a fellow-ethnic * s name on the electoral ballot. The data 
on Greek-American voting behavior in the 1968 election would indi­
cate that the latter is true.
Consequently, in investigating the salience of ethnic iden­
tification in the voting behavior of an ethnic group, the following 
variables must be considered before generalizations are made:
(l) whether inter-generational mobility is evident within the ethnic 
group, (2) which stages of the assimilation process have been com­
pleted by members of the ethnic group, (3) the appearance in an 
election of an ethnic candidate or an issue based on ethnic appeals, 
and (1+) whether the majority of members of the ethnic group support 
the ethnic candidate, and if so, for what reasons. Hie considerations
have not been intended to discredit the contribution by the assimila­
tion and mobilization theories to the field of ethnic politics. Rather, 
it is suggested that future studies of ethnic voting patterns attempt 
to refine what ultimately results in a synthesis of the assimilation 
and mobilization theories.
Consequences of the Findings for Future Research 
The distinction that the researcher has made between ethnic 
identification and ethnic social behavior is important to the study of 
ethnic voting. For one thing, such a conceptual distinction allows 
the researcher to operationalize the identificational and structural 
stages of assimilation. Consequently, the process of assimilation is 
operationalized, and the degree to which an ethnic group is assimilated 
may be observed. It has been concluded from this study that structural 
assimilation is neither a prerequisite for, nor a consequence of, iden- 
tificational assimilation. Thus it may be inferred that each stage of 
assimilation proceeds independently of each other stage toward full 
assimilation. The concept of assimilation, then, must be defined as 
a. continuous, rather than a nominal, variable. In addition, the dis­
tinction between ethnic identification and ethnic social behavior re­
fines the definition of "ethnic consciousness" referred to in both the 
assimilation and mobilization theories. Ideally, the concept of ethnic 
consciousness should include both ethnic identification and ethnic 
social behavior, since both variables operate independently of each 
other and either variable may offer an explanation of ethnic voting 
patterns.
That the results of this investigation of ethnic voting.among 
Greek-Americans was not representative of. either the assimilation or 
mobilization theory of ethnic voting implies that further research in 
the field should include the examination of this pehnomenon within 
various ethnic group populations. For instance, very little work has 
been done on the Chinese-Americans, Polish-Americans, French-Canadians, 
or Lithuanian-Americans (Fuchs, 1968:288). In this way, additional 
ethnic resources may be tapped for more intensive and extensive data in 
observing the differences and uniformities in ethnic voting patterns.
In conclusion, one overriding implication must be emphasized. 
That is, the concept of assimilation involves more than "general 
acculturation and occupational differentiation." To attain full 
assimilation into the mainstream of American society ethnic group 
members must no longer evidence vestiges of the language, customs, 
sentiments and primary group relationships that unified the immigrant 
generation. Therefore, to assess the stage of development of an 
ethnic group in the assimilation process without some measure of 
ethnic identification and ethnic social behavior, as well as measures 
of social mobility, would be most unreliable. Furthermore, this impli­
cation extends beyond the study of Greek-Americans, and should be a 
primary consideration in the study of ethnic group assimilation in 
general, and specifically, in the study of ethnic political behavior.
APPENDIX A 
SECTION 1
9U
Modification and Reliability of the Hinder Jewish 
Identification Scale
One feature of the Hinder scale which was modified is the 
division of ethnic identification into five identification subscales 
which are General, Racial, Religious, Cultural and National, As 
mentioned earlier, Schoenfeld, Glazer, and Gans, in separate works, 
recognized only two dimensions of ethnicity among Jews: cultural
and religious. Although Hinder*s distinctions are significant, it 
must be noted that the Rinder scale consists of twenty-three items, 
whereas the modified, adapted version used in this study consists of 
only eight.^ Also, two of Rinder’s racial identification questions 
were eliminated completely from use in the Greek-American Identifica­
tion Scale, and the remaining racial item was consolidated under.a 
religious identification category within which it appears to be more 
homogeneous in content, at least for our Greek-American population 
(see Item 6 of the Greek-American Identification Scale).' This modi­
fication should not be detrimental to the structure of the scale.
It may even be an asset, since the reliability of Rinder*s racial 
subscale with reference to item homogeneity was quite low: .07
(Rinder, 1953s75)- The inference, therefore, is that the items of 
this subscale do not refer to a common content area.
^Schoenfeld's modified Rinder scale consisted of twelve
items.
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Confidence in the reliability of this instrument, as originally 
constructed, is heightened by the reliability score of the instrument 
as a whole: .87• This would indicate that the Binder Jewish Identi­
fication Scale is unidimensional, and furthermore measures a gener­
alized attitude: ethnic identification.
Other modifications of the scale were necessary before the 
instrument could be adapted for the Greek-American survey. First, 
the five initial open-ended questions used by Rinder were eliminated. 
This decision was made because open-ended questions are not desirable 
in the method of data collection being used, one reason being that 
respondents may be discouraged from completing and returning the ques­
tionnaire. Also, the researcher was concerned about those foreign- 
born respondents who, while sufficiently able to read in Greek or 
English, may not be able to write a response in either language. 
Furthermore, Rinder indicates that these questions were introduced 
into the interview primarily as a check on the reliability of the 
instrument, which has already been established.
An additional modification of the scale entailed rewording 
or rewriting some of the scale items. Consider, for instance, the 
first item in Binder's scale:
For me, being a Jew
  is one of my stronger identifications and serves
to provide me with a sense of belongingness which 
gives me comfort and security.
___  is one among a number of my identifications and
is in no manner incompatible with my identifica­
tions as a national and world citizen, a modem 
Western man, etc.
_____ is my most important identification or group mem­
bership; all other values I would sacrifice to this.
  is something I acknowledge because of my birth,
but I make no effort to participate in or 
observe anything 1 Jewish". (Rinder, 191?i+:!?8).
Merely changing "Jew" and "Jewish” to "Greek" was not sufficient.
The wording of the entire scale item is quite sophisticated and per­
haps would be elusive to most of the first-generation respondents in 
the present study. It should be noted that Binder's sample consisted 
of third-generation Jewish-Americans; therefore, he might expect suf­
ficient sophistication and education on the part of his respondents 
to enable them to understand the statements. Since every effort must 
be made to encourage the respondents not to mark the response randomly, 
clarity and understandability of the items is imperative. Another 
consideration in rewording the items was the fact that the question­
naire was to be translated into the Greek language; the simplification 
of the wording in English would make the translation process less com­
plicated.
The Reliability of the U.S. Census Bureau Methodology 
for Socio-economic Status
As a reliability check on the composite SES score, correla­
tions were calculated between the total SES score and the three com­
ponent scores of occupation, education, and income. In addition, the 
total SES score was correlated with years of school completed and 
gross annual income of the respondent.
Table A-l gives evidence for the reliability of the U.S. Cen­
sus Bureau Method for computing socio-economic status based on data 
gathered in this study. Not only does the total SES score reflect
TABLE A-l: Reliability Check on U.S. Census Bureau Method For
Computing Socio-economic Status
SES COMPONENT SCORES FOR OCCUPATION, 
EDUCATION, AND INCOME
Occupation
Score
(N=l650
Education
Score
(N=l6£)
Income
Score
(N-165)
Total SES Score .77* . 8k* .76*
ACTUAL YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED AND 
GROSS ANNUAL INCOME FOR 1969
Years of School 
Completed
(N=l65)
Gross Annual 
Income
(N=l69)
Total SES Score . 82* . 60*
*Zero-ordex’ correlations significant at the .01 level.
an accurate index of the respondent's occupational, educational and 
income scores (.77; *8J4.; .76, respectively), but also the actual gross 
annual income for 1969- Since the respondent's educational attain­
ment appears to be the most highly correlated with SES, the education 
variable was utilized in the study in several instances as representa­
tive of socio-economic status. This was done because 35> cases in the 
sample of 200 had no determinable SES score. Those respondents who 
had no SES score were, for the most part: (l) college students who
indicated anticipated occupations, but had no income for 19&9;
(2) retired persons who responded "retired" to the occupation ques­
tion and who received only Social Security as income; (3) those
respondents who did not respond to the income question. As a conse­
quence, a total SES score could not he calculated for these respon­
dents who did not or could not accurately respond to the questions 
representing the three components of SES used in scoring. As a 
result, when it was important in the data analysis to consider as 
many cases as possible, educational attainment was used as the index 
of socio-economic status.
The researcher was unable to correlate the occupational cate­
gory^ with the total SES score since the occupational category does 
not give a true representation of the weighted score of each speci­
fic occupation listed beneath each category. For instance, -under 
the general occupational Sales Worker category, we may find on one 
end of'the weighted continuum a salesman in the wholesale trade with 
an occupational score of 80, as well as a huckster or peddler with a 
score of 08. This particular problem entered into how the researcher 
was to classify respondents by occupation. Necessarily some cate­
gories had to be collapsed, since there were few, if any, respondents 
in some occupational categories (for example, Operatives and Laborers) 
Having decided on the following classificatory scheme for occupational 
breakdown, each category was then given a range of occupational scores 
which were appropriate. The respondent could then be placed in an 
occupational category depending on his occupational score. The same
P
Occupational categories used by the Census Bureau are: Pro­
fessional, technical; Managers, officials and proprietors, except farm 
Clerical workers; Sales workers; Craftsmen, foremen; Operatives; Ser­
vice -workers; Laborers, except farm and mine.
procedure was taken for ranking father's occupation. Table A-2 shows 
the scoring code used to delineate occupational categories.
TABLE A-2: Scoring Code for Occupational Categories
CATEGORY SCORE
Professional, Semi-Professional 80-99
Small Businessmen, Clerical, and 
Sales Workers 70-79
Manual 10-69
Farmers No Score
Bata Collection Techniques Used in Previous Studies
of Ethnic Voting
The use of the survey method in examining ethnic political 
behavior has not been a traditionally used technique for data collec­
tion in the field. Campbell, Gurin, and Miller have stated that 
generalizations about the relationships between variables in ethnic 
voting behavior have been based almost exclusively upon data gathered 
through studies of voting districts rather than on studies of indivi­
dual voters (195^76).
In 1966, however, Banfield and Wilson and Pomper continued to 
utilize the precinct data method. Since their studies were centered 
in Boston and Newark, respectively, the precinct method might be a 
desirable tool in investigating ethnic voting patterns. In these
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cities, and as recent as the 1960fs, vestiges of ethnic enclaves 
can be found. However, the data gathered'from precincts could be 
suspect, insofar as those ethnic group members who still live in 
'’ethnic11 precincts would most probably be members of the first 
generation, who in turn, would still retain a high degree of identi­
fication presumably affecting voting behavior, nevertheless, it was 
not possible to employ this method in the present study because the 
population is not concentrated in any one voting precinct.
Fuchs (1 9 5 6 ) and Schoenfeld (1968) employed an -interview 
schedule to gather data for theixv respective investigations. Pri­
marily, ,the size of the sample and financial limitations, restricted 
the use* of this method in this research. There were also several 
secondary concerns involved in rejecting the personal interview 
method in this study. First, interviewers would have had to have an 
above-average speaking knowledge of the Greek, as well as the English 
language, insofar as the English proficiency of the respondents could 
not be determined prior to the interview. Skilled interviewers pro­
ficient in both the Greek and English languages would have been diffi­
cult to find, and again because of financial limitations, these inter­
viewers could not have been paid for their services. For the researcher 
to personally conduct the interviews would have been unfeasible, 
first because of the researcher's poor speaking knowledge of the 
Greek language and second, because the size Of the sample would 
necessarily have had to be cut drastically. Concerning this second 
point, the researcher wished to survey as many Greek-Americans as
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possible in order to utilize more confidently various methods of 
examining relations between variables.
Even if the personal interview method had been used, two 
additional considerations would have had to be made. First, it would 
be reasonable to assume that the respondent would be inhibited, if not 
threatened, by the presence of a fellow member of the Greek Community 
in answering questions concerning ethnicity, income, and politics.
The latter two topics especially are considered personal by most 
respondents in research surveys. Thus, the use of the mailed ques­
tionnaire method was thought to allow the respondent a high degree 
of anonymity. Second, a threat of contamination could be inadver­
tently imposed on the data with the use of the personal interview 
.method, insofar as the respondents might give the interviewer, a 
fellow Greek, those responses which they think she would want to hear.
Only one other study of ethnic political behavior used a 
questionnaire survey method (Venturatos, 1970). However, in an 
effort to control for regional differences in political behavior, 
questionnaires were delivered and returned by friends of the author, 
thus discounting the problems of the mailed questionnaire, but pos­
sibly introducing another serious bias into the data, that of selec­
tion.
APPENDIX A 
SECTION 2
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Department of Sociology COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY Telephone
703 229-3000
FOUNDED IN  1693 
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185
September 30> 1970
Dear
Your name has been randomly selected from a list of Greek- 
Americans in the Norfolk-Virginia Beach-Chesapeake-Portsmouth area. 
This means that you are being asked to participate in a research 
study of Greek-Americans, in conjunction with my Master's thesis at 
the College of William and Mary.
The selection of Greek-Americans as the subject for the study 
is not accidental. Unfortunately, papers, articles, and books about 
Greeks in the United States are grossly lacking. For those persons 
of Greek descent living in the United States this is indeed a matter 
of concern, especially to those who want to provide a means for future 
generations of Greek-Americans to learn about their forefathers in 
this country. In addition, it is important that those outside of our 
ethnic, group learn about the culture and accomplishments of the Greeks 
in the United States.
Just fifteen or twenty minutes of your time can help us 
achieve these goals. Within the next few days, you will receive an 
envelope containing a questionnaire designed for the project. For 
your convenience, the questionnaire will be provided in both Greek 
and English. The questionnaire should be filled in by the person to 
whom the envelope is addressed. If addressed to a couple, the partner 
who is of Greek descent should complete the questionnaire. If both 
partners are Greek, the head of the household should complete the sur­
vey.
Your responses to all of the questions will remain completely 
anonymous. You are requested NOT TO PLACE YOUR NAME ANYWHERE 0U THE 
QUESTIONNAIRE. Your identity will be unknown.
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.
Sincerely yours,
(Miss) Helen Brock
Survey Research on Greek-Americans
QUESTIONNAIRE
Survey Research on Greek-Americans
INSTRUCTIONS: Please read carefully.
As explained in the first letter you received, this question­
naire should he completed by the person to whom the envelope is 
addressed. If addressed to a couple, the partner who is of Greek 
descent should fill in the questionnaire. If both partners are Greek, 
the head of the household should complete the survey. If, however, 
other persons in your household (for example, son, daughter, in-laws, 
etc.) receive a questionnaire In a separate envelope, they too are 
requested to complete and return their respective questionnaires.
The same questionnaire is provided in both Greek and English. 
Answer the questionnaire in the one language with which you are the 
most comfortable. Please answer as accurately as possible in order 
that the results may be of most value. Please do not sign your name 
to the questionnaire. This information is completely anonymous.
When you have completed the survey, fold it, place it in the stamped, 
self-addressed envelope enclosed and return in the mail. It is 
requested that you return the completed questionnaire no later than 
October 15, 1970»
This Information Is being compiled in partial completion of 
my Master's degree at the College of William and Mary. Your coopera,- 
tion. Is greatly appreciated. Thank you.
Helen Brock
Please read each question carefully before answering. Check or fill 
in the appropriate answer. There is no right or wrong answer.
1. Age your last birthday: years.
2. Sex: _ _ _  M a l e _____ __ Female
3. Your occupation: (Be specific; for instance, do you own a res­
taurant or do you work in a restaurant as a waiter/waitress, 
cook, etc?). If you are a student, list your anticipated occu­
pation; if a.housewife, list your husband’s occupation).
1*. If you are married now, is your spouse of Greek descent?
  Yes ____ No
5. Birthplace of your father (Country)
6. Birthplace of your mother (Country)  _________ ___________
. 7. What are the national origins of your parents?
- Both parents are of Greek descent.
__  Father is of Greek descent, but mother is not.
______ Mother is of Greek descent, but father is not.
  Neither parent is of Greek descent.
8. How many years of formal education have you completed? (Circle 
appropriate number)
1 2 3 I4 5 6  7 8 9 10 11 12 13 lU l£ 16 17 18 19 20 or more.
9* If you were NOT BORN IN THE UNITED STATES, approximately how
long have you lived in the United Sta/tes? ______ years.
10. Your father’s occupation (if deceased or retired, give last occu­
pation).
11. Approximately, how many years of education did your father com­
plete?
1 2 3 h 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 lU 15 16 17 18 19 20 or more.
12. What is your speaking knowledge of the Greek language?
______ None at all
____  Poor
 ___. Average
. Above Average 
______ Yery good - Excellent
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13* Do you Delong to any Greek-American organizations?  Yes No
Have you ever held a major office in'any of the above?  Yes No
Ike Do you belong to any non-Greek organizations?  Yes No
Have you ever held a major office in any of the above? Yes No
15>. Do you personally subscribe to any newspapers or magazines in the 
Greek language?
 __ Yes
 _ No
16. Of your friends, would you say that:
  Most are Greek-Americans.
_______ Some are Greek-Americans.
______ Very few are Greek-Americans.
_____ None are Greek-Americans.
17. • Do you identify Spiro T. Agnew as a "fellow Greek-American"?
   Yes '
   No
'If "Yes", to what extent?
 ___ Overwhelmingly
  Somewhat
   Very little
If "Yes", why?
  He "speaks my mind" for me.
 ___ He is "one of us".
  Other reason (specify) -   "___________ ____
18. With which political party are you affiliated (or intend to do so)?
  Democratic
 _ Republican
   American Independent (Wallace)
_____ Other (specify)  ________________« ____ .______ ______
None
19. In the last Presidential Election (1968), which ticket did you 
favor?
1 Humphrey-Muski e
   Nixon-Agnew
______ Wallace-Lemay
  Other* (specify) ._______  ._____ _ ______  .  •
None
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20. Bid the fact that Spiro Agnew is of Greek descent in any way 
influence your preference of the tickets in the 1968 Presiden­
tial Election?
  Not at all
 _ Somewhat
  Quite a hit
  Completely
21. Which ticket did you favor in the Presidential Election of 1961+? 
 ___  Goldwater-Miller
_______ Johns on-Humphrey
 __  Other (indicate)  ______________________________________
   None
_______ Bo not remember
22. Which ticket did you favor in the Presidential Election of i960? 
   Kennedy-Johnson
  Nixon-Lodge
_______ Other (indicate) ___________ _____ _______ ____________
 None
  Bo not remember
23. What was your gross annual income last year, to the nearest 
. thousand? (if housewife, give husband’s income)
.. 1 2 3 k 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 lU 1£ 16 17 18 19 20 or more.
2I4.. For each of the following statements, check the one response
which most closely approximates your feeling on the matter.
1. For me, being a Greek-American
  is a strong force in my life and gives me a sense of
belongingness.
  is only one of my many group memberships and does not
influence my life any more than other group memberships. 
______ is my most important group membership and influences
most aspects of my life.
 is something I acknowledge because of my birth, but I
make no effort to participate in or observe anything 
"Greek".
2. When I am in the presence of other Greek-Americans
 __  I usually feel more at ease and relaxed than I do when
I am with non-Greeks.
  sometimes I feel warmth and familiarity and other times
I feel like an outsider.
  it is the only time I can really relax and feel natural.
  I usually feel uncomfortable.
Being b o m  of Greek descent 
_.___ is something to be proud of.
. is no better or worse than being bom into any other
group.
 _ is outside of a person1s control and therefore is not
the only reason for identifying oneself as a Greek- 
American.
  has its merits as well as its responsibilities and
hardships.
Greek Orthodox religious practices such as fasting, use of 
the Greek language in the Divine Liturgy, etc.
 __ should be abandoned completely, so that the Greek
Orthodox faith can keep up with the times.
  should be modernized gradually, so as not to exclude
those persons who have an "inner need" for such prac­
tices.
  are interesting traditional practices that are similar
to the traditional practices of other religious faiths, 
must be retained if the Greek Orthodox faith is to sur­
vive and flourish.
On the question of Greeks marrying non-Greeks
____  the answer should be left up to the couple involved.
_____ this is permissible providing the non-Greek converts 
to the Greek Orthodox faith.
  it is better for everyone involved if the Greek partner
involved converts or leaves the Greek Orthodox faith. 
_____ this should not happen under any circumstances.
If Communist aggression threatened Greece or Cyprus, which 
would most closely approximate your feelings?
  As a matter of principle, I do not favor any American
involvement.
  The United States should send money, not troops.
 __ The United States should send troops.
  _ Although in principle I don’t favor any American involve­
ment, I would make an exception if Greece or Cyprus 
were threatened.
When I hear the Greek national anthem and see the flag of 
Greece or Cyprus 
  I feel uneasy
 ___ my response is about the same as it is to other similar
ceremonies.
  it thrills me like nothing else does.
it thrills me more than most similar ceremonies do.
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8. Education into the Greek culture (language, foods, folk 
dancing, etc.)
is like the cultural training practiced by other groups 
in America such as Jews, Italians, etc.: it is desir­
able only to the extent that one wants to perpetuate 
the various cultural practices of one's ancestors.
  is for the most part, a waste of time for those who
intend to live in the U.S.
 . is a "Must" for anyone Who wants to live in a way that
makes the most of their Greek cultural heritage.
   is worthwhile if it in any way enriches the individual's
life.
Department of Sociology COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY Telephone
703 229-3000
FOUNDED IN  1693 
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185
October 30, 1970
Dear Respondent:
Earlier this month you received a letter requesting that you 
and other Greek-Americans in our community participate in a research 
survey focusing on Greek-Americans. To date, we have received a lit­
tle under one-half of the 35>0 questionnaires mailed out. If you have 
completed and returned the survey, then you may disregard this letter. 
If not, it is possible that your questionnaire was lost in the mail, 
and therefore, never reached you. Or perhaps you misplaced or failed 
to complete the questionnaire you did receive. In any event, if you 
did not complete and return the questionnaire the first time, we want 
to encourage you to do so as soon as possible. Enclosed is the same 
questionnaire as mailed to you and others previously. Please take the 
short-time required to fill out the questionnaire, as this information 
is essential to the completion of my Master’s Thesis at the College of 
William and Mary.
‘ I wish to emphasize that your personal identity is of no 
interest to our project. However, your anonymous responses and 
opinions...are! Therefore, do not be concerned about your identity 
being disclosed.
We request that you complete and return this survey no later 
than November _7> 1970» Again, if you have already returned your sur­
vey, do not complete and retnm another one.
Your cooperation and participation will be greatly appreciated. 
Please remember that the success of this project depends on everyone * s 
returning his or her questionnaire. Thank you for your help.
Sincerely,
Helen Brock
Department of Sociology COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY 
FOUNDED IN  1693 
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23185
Tele 
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TABLE B-ls Analysis of Variance of Ethnic Identification Among 
Democrats, Republicans, and Independents
Treatment
Groups
ETHNIC IDENTIFICATION
TOTALDemocrats Republicans Independent s
No. ..of cases 97 36 U8 181
Mean 1.91 1.87 1.66 1.81
S.d. 0.U380 0.^486 0.4596
F-ratio = I4.lj.305> and is significant at the .05 level.
TABLE B-2: Analysis of Variance of Age Among Democrats,
Republicans, and Independents
» *: . 
.Treatment 
Groups
AGE
TOTALDemocrats Republicans Independent s
No. of cases 97 36 U8 181
Mean 51.7 ' k i - h U1.0 46.7
S.dN. 15.78814 13.3291 15.4423
P-ratio = 7*9561 and is significant at the .001 level.
TABLE B-3s Analysis of Variance* of Generation Among 
Democrats, Republicans, and Independents
Treatment
Groups
GENERATION
TOTALDemocrats Republicans. Independents
No. of cases 97 .36. 48 181
Mean 1.8 1.9 2.1 1.9
S.d. O.9150 0.8452 0.9565
— • - -  ..............-
F~ratio = 2.9191* and is significant at the .10 level.
TABLE B-lj.: Analysis of Variance of Age Among Voters in the
1968 Presidential Election
Treatment
Groups
AGE
TOTALHumphrey-Muski e Hixon-Agnew
Ho. of cases 63 96 159
Mean U8.U I4.&.2. U8.3
S.d. 1U.9001+ 16.3673
F-ratio = .00£U, and is not significant.
TABLE B-£: Analysis of Variance of Educational Attainment Among
Voters in the 1968 Presidential Election
Treatment
Groups
EBHCA.TIOHAL ATTACHMENT
TOTALHumphrey-Muski e ITixon-Agnew
Ho. of cases 63 96 199
Mean ■5.1 5.0 9.05
S.d. 1.8379 I.9III
P-ratio = .0772, and is not significant.
TABLE B->6: Analysis of Variance of Generation Among Voters
in the 1968 Presidential Election
Treatment
Groups
GEHERATIOH
TOTALHumphrey-Muski e Hixon-Agnew
Ho. of cases 63 96 159
Mean 2-5 2.I4 2.1+5
S.d. .9311 • 9567
P-ratio = «533U» and is not significant.
TABLE B-7: Zero-order Correlations Between Political Party
Affiliation and Candidate Choice -in the 196i| and i960 
Presidential Elections
POLITICAL PARTY AFFILIATION
CANDIDATE CHOICE Democratic Republican Independent
1962+ Presidential Election 
GoXdwater-Millera
T_
Johnson-Humphrey
—. 1;3++ • 1+0++ 
• ^l++ —. 30+4*
•10
-.21++
I960 Presidential Election
"K
Kenne dy- Johns on 
Nixon-Lodgea
.37++ -.31++
— • 37 "H" • I4O++
-.13
.12
aRepublic an c andidate s. 
^Democratic candidates. 
-^Significant at the .01 level.
TABLE B-8: Zero-order Correlations Between Candidate Choice 
in the 1968 Presidential Election and Candidate Choice 
in the 1961; and i960 Presidential Elections
CANDIDATE CHOICE IN 1968 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
CANDIDATE CHOICE Htmphr ey-Muski e Nixon-Agnew
I96L Presidential Election 
Go 1 dwat e r-Mi 11 era 
Johns on-Humphrey^
-.29++
•kb++
. 32++ 
-.22++
I960 Presidential Election 
Kennedy-J ohnson*3 
Nixon-Lodge3,
.35++ 
— • 21++
-.11;+
.25++
aRepublican candidates. 
^Democratic candidates. 
+Significant at the .0^  level. 
■^Significant at the .01 level.
TABLE B-9- Identification With Spiro T. Agnew as a 
"Fellow Greek-American",. Extent of Identification, 
and Reason for Identification, by Generation
GENERATION
1st Gen. 2nd Gen. 3rd Gen.
Identification with Agnew as 
"fellow Greek-American" (N=98) (h=78) (n-23)
Yes 75 .5% 1*1.096 60.9%
No 2k .  5 5 9 - 0 39.1
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 21.5787, and is significant at the .,001 level.
Extent of Identification (of 
those who identify with Agnew) (n=70) (N=33>- (N=13)
Overwhel mi ngly 1+1.1+% 9.1% 23.1%
Somewhat 1+1.1+ 57.6 53.8
Very little 17.1 33-3 23.1
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 12.001+0, and is significant at the .02 level.
Reason for Identification (of 
those who identify with Agnew) (u=99) (N=28) (N=ll)
He "speaks my mind” for me 52 .5% 53-6% 36.1+%
He is "one o f us" h i .9 1+6.1+ 63.6
TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square is not significant
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TABLE B-10: Identification with Spiro T. Agnew as a
’’Fellow Greek-American", Extent- of Identification, 
and Reason for Identification, 
hy Ethnic Identification
ETHETIC IDEHTIFICATION
Low High
Identification with Agnew as "fellow 
Greek-American" (N=92) (h=io5)
Yes h$.T /o i 3 . y / o
Ho S h ' J 26.7
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square = 15*7098, and is significant at the .001 level.
Extent of Identification (of those who 
identify with Agnew) (lf=39) (N=76)
Overwhe Imingly 28.2^ 31-6%
Somewhat U3.-6 50.0
Yery little 28.2 18.1+
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square is not significant.
Reason for Identification (of those who 
identify with Agnew) (N=3l) (n=66)
He "speaks my mind" for me S U M 50.0^
He is "one of us" U5.2 5o.o
TOTAL 100.0 100.0
Chi-Square is not significant.
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